
I M P A C T  S T A T E M E N T S 

Introduction

The se are our stories.

From Kintore to Tealing, the pe ople who  live, work, and  care for this landscape are facing a fut ure 
they never imagined. The proposed 400 kV overhea d transmission line c ut s through  farms, homes, 
and  habitats that have been  tended for gen e rati o n s   —  places where families have bu ilt their lives, 
cared  for wildlife, and sustained rural co m muni t i e s . 

For many, these are not simply pa rcels of  land, but living lan dscapes  —  woven with memories, 
livelihoods, and a  profound sen se of belonging.  T he pylons a nd access corridors propose d by SS EN 
threaten to undo that fabric, piec e  by piece, replac ing tranqu illi ty  and stewardship with industrial 
infrastructure that w ill dominate the countryside for decades to come.

The  p eople b ehind th ese stories are not campaigners by nature. They a re farmers, foresters, small 
business owners, and families w ho  once b elieved th ey would grow old in peace am ong familiar fields 
and  woods. Now, th ey find themse lves f i g ht i ng  to be heard  —  trying to protect their homes, their 
mental wellbeing , and their way of life from forces that feel far beyond th eir control.

Ac ross this long  corridor of  land, the  impact is deeply personal. S ome have already seen their 
businesses falter, their property values collapse, or th eir sense  of  security erode. Others speak of 
sleep less nights, of worry for th eir children’s future, and  of grief for landscapes that may soon be 
unrecognisable.

The se  pages are a testament to that human cost  — to th e turmoil, distress, and  loss felt by those 
who  stand  in the  path of th e proposed Kintore – Tealing line. T hey are not  legal argu ments or 
technical o b j e c t i o n s ;  they are lived experiences, sha red with courage an d sincerity.

What unites these  voices is not  only t heir sorrow, but the i r  love of plac e  —  a  love that binds 
neighbours and co m mu n i t i e s  together in  quiet d efiance.  Each  story is rooted in a profound respect  
for the  land  a nd a hope th at dec ision -makers will pause long en ough to see what is truly at stake: not 
just the v iew from a window, but  an e n t i re  way of life.

May the se stories speak for those who have been  made to feel powerless, an d may they remind  all 
who  read them that the human heart of this  landscape s t i l l  beats strong beneath the shadow of the 
pylons.

Those that live on the  route of the Kintore to Tealing 400kV OHL 

• Angus Pylon Action Group

• Stop Tealing Industrial  Group

• Deeside Against Pylon s

27 th  October 2025



1.  S a s i a  Pryor

I am writing to e x p r e s s  my deep c o n c e r n  and s t r o n g  o b j e c t i o n  to the p r o p o s e d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a s u b - s t a t i o n  

and p y l o n s  in c l o s e  proximity to my property.  Af ter c a r e f u l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and evaluat ion, I believe that the

i n s t a l l a ti o n  of t h e s e  p y l o n s  would hav e  s i g n i f i c a n t  negative i m p a c t s  on my property, l o c a l  b u s i n e s s  and 

the s u r ro u n d i n g  environment.

A s  mentioned in my p r e v i o u s  letter dated 17 th  May 2023, I w a s  s h o c k e d  and u p s e t  to find out  about the 

S S E N  p r o j e c t  p r o p o s a l  at s u c h  a late s t a g e  a s  the letter i s s u e d  to me a s  a landowner, a d v i s i n g  of drone 

s c o p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w a s  s e n t  to the i n c o r r e c t  a d d r e s s  however, the s u b j e c t  c o n t e n t  of t h i s  lett er  s t a t e s  the 

c u r r e n t  a d d r e s s . 

There i s  a c a m p s i t e  development at my propert y c u r r e n t l y  in final p h a s e s  of c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 

c o m p l e t i o n .   L o c a t i o n  of the c a m p s i t e  i s  ma rked in red a s  per Fig 1. below and i s  c e n t r a l  with in the 

p r o p o s e d  route C  c o r r i d o r s .   The  full p l a n s  c a n  be found via A b e r d e e n s h i r e  C o u n c i l  (Planning R e f e r e n c e :  

APP/2021/2322).

During the planning and mapping p r o c e s s  of t h i s  c a m p s i t e  p r o j e c t  it h a s  been identified there i s  a 

naturally o c c u r r i n g  underground well.  Further more, our la nd and the s u r ro u n d i n g  land h a s  a c o m p l e x  

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  of field d r a i n s .   There are s o a k a w a y  s y s t e m s  in s i t u  to s u p p o r t  the re s i d e n t i a l  and b u s i n e s s  

s e p t i c  t a n k s .   There are w a t e r c o u r s e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  the property to s u p p o r t  s u r f a c e  drainage a s  t h i s  

l o c a t i o n  w a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  a wet moor.  D i s r u p t i o n  to the well and/or wat er draina ge s y s t e m s  in c l o s e  

proximit y to the property will c a u s e  drainage i s s u e s  for our land.  The r e i s  a l s o  c o n c e r n  t h i s  will have a 

negative i m p a c t  on the neighboring f i e l d s  w h i c h  are c l a s s e d  a s  prime a g r i c u l t u r a l  l and.

The c a m p s i t e  I have i n v e s t e d  in w a s  c a r e f u l l y  c h o s e n  for i t s  p r i s t i n e  l o c a t i o n ,  offering v i s i t o r s  an 

opportuni ty to i m m e r s e  t h e m s e l v e s  in nature and enjoy a unique e x p e r i e n c e  in the h i s t o r i c  l o c a t i o n  

known a s  the ‘Howe of the M e a r n s ’ .   T h i s  b u s i n e s s  i s  pla nned to bring t o u r i s m  to A b e r d e e n s h i r e  and 

A n g u s  with m u c h  w e l c o m e d  footfall to s u p p o r t  the l o c a l  e c o n o m y . 

The v i s u a l  i m p a c t  of p y l o n s  in s u c h  c l o s e  proximity would mar the p i c t u r e s q u e  v i e w s  and d i s t u r b  the 

s e n s e  of i m m e r s i o n  in nature that i s  being offer ed to v i s i t o r s .  The tower ing s t r u c t u r e s  and over head 

c a b l e s  would d i s r u p t  the u n o b s t r u c t e d  l a n d s c a p e s ,  o b s t r u c t  the open s k y ,  and c r e a t e  an i n d u s t r i a l  

p r e s e n c e  that i s  i n c o m p a t i b l e  with the s e r e n e  environment s o u g h t  aft e r by c a m p e r s .   The v i s u a l  and 

n o i s e  i n t r u s i o n  would drive away e x i s t i n g  and potential c u s t o m e r s ,  r e s u l t i n g  in a c o n s i d e r a b l e  l o s s  of 

i n c o m e  for the c a m p s i t e  and i t s  a s s o c i a t e d  b u s i n e s s e s ,  of w h i c h  t h i s  i s  aimed to s u p p o r t  in the l o c a l  

area.

Moreover, the c o n s t r u c t i o n  p r o c e s s  required for the i n s t a l l a t i o n  of t h e s e  p y l o n s  would c a u s e  s u b s t a n t i a l  

d i s r u p t i o n s ,  leading to an a d v e r s e  i m p a c t  on the c a m p s i t e ’ s  op e r a t i o n s  and f i n a n c i a l  viabilit y. The n o i s e  

pollution, i n c r e a s e d  t r a f f i c ,  and other c o n s t r u c t i o n - r e l a t e d  d i s t u r b a n c e s  would c r e a t e  an u n d e s i r a b l e  

environment for c a m p e r s ,  re s u l t i n g  in c a n c e l e d  b o o k i n g s ,  negative r e v i e w s ,  and ultimately, a d e c l i n e  in 

revenue.  The an t i c i p a t e d  l o s s  of i n c o m e  not only a f f e c t s  me a s  the c a m p s i t e  owner but a l s o  h a s  broader 

i m p l i c a t i o n s  for the l o c a l  e c o n o m y ,  i n c l u d i n g  the e m p l o y e e s ,  s u p p l i e r s ,  and nearby b u s i n e s s e s  that 

depend on the c a m p s i t e ’ s  s u c c e s s .   T h i s  i n c l u d e s  the s u r r o u n d i n g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  b u s i n e s s e s .   I have a duty 

of c a r e  to my de p e n d e n t s  whom are s u p p o r t e d  by the i n c o m e  from t h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  one of whom i s  

r e g i s t e r e d  d i s a b l e d  and our p roperty h a s  been adapted to s u p p o r t  thei r n e e d s  and wellbeing.

T h i s  di s r u p t i o n  would not only d i m i n i s h  the c a m p i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  but a l s o  potentially harm the l o c a l  

wildlife and e c o s y s t e m .   Our c a m p s i t e  h a s  an a b u n d a n c e  of b i o d i v e r s i t y  and wildlife w h i c h  we are very 

p a s s i o n a t e  about pr e s e r v i n g .   N ative hedging, t r e e s  and w i l d f l ow e r s  have  been planted to s u p p o r t  t h i s 



e c o s y s t e m  and i n s t a l l a t i o n  of a wildlife pond will further e n h a n c e  t h i s .   In and around our land we 

regularly have s i g h t i n g s  of red s q u i r r e l s ,  a varie ty of b e e s ,  b a t s ,  o w l s ,  migra ting g e e s e ,  s h r e w s ,  t o a d s ,  

h a r e s ,  deer and red k i t e s  to name j u s t  s o m e . 

Furthermore, the p oten tial r i s k s  a s s o c i a t e d  with the e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  f i e l d s  generated by t h e s e  p y l o n s  

are of great c o n c e r n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a s  they are a m u c h  higher voltage (400kV) than e x i s t i n g  p y l o n s .  

C a m p e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  f a m i l i e s  and c h i l d r e n ,  s e e k  a s a f e  an d healthy en vironment to enjoy their outdoor 

e x p e r i e n c e s .  The proximity of p y l o n s ,  with the a s s o c i a t e d  e l e c t r o m a g n e t i c  radiation, r a i s e s  legitimate 

c o n c e r n s  about the long-term e f f e c t s  on huma n health and wellbeing. A s  an a d v o c a t e  fo r the s a f e t y  and 

welfare of c a m p e r s ,  I c a n n o t  s u p p o r t  a d e c i s i o n  that potentiall y c o m p r o m i s e s  their health and s a f e t y . 

It a p p e a r s  the route c o r r i d o r  and option of overhead l i n e s  h a s  been heavily weighted on i n s t a l l a t i o n  c o s t .   

I re q u e s t  you to b a l a n c e  t h i s  c o s t  a m o n g s t  c o s t  of i m p a c t  to the l o c a l  e c o n o m y ,  b u s i n e s s e s ,  unique 

environment of the are a a s  well a s  the health and wellbeing of the c o m m u n i t y .   T h i s  h o l i s t i c  i m p a c t  

a n a l y s i s  s h o u l d  be s h a r e d  with the p u b l i c . 

I s t r o n g l y  urge S S E N  to engage in a thorough evaluation and tr a n s p a re n t  c o n s u l t a t i o n  p r o c e s s  with all 

l a n d o w n e r s ,  s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  and relevant enviro nmental e x p e r t s  to find a mutually agreeable s o l u t i o n  that 

b a l a n c e s  the need for e nergy i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  wi t h t he p r e s e r v a t i o n  of natural l a n d s c a p e s ,  outdoor 

r e c r e a t i o n a l  s p a c e s  and l o c a l  l i v e l i h o o d s .  C o l l a b o r a t i o n  and c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of alternative o p t i o n s ,  s u c h  

a s  alternative r o u t e s  or underground c a b l i n g ,  will lead to a more s u s t a i n a b l e  and h a r m on i o u s  a p p r o a c h  

to energy d i s t r i b u t i o n  and i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  development.

Thank you for your attention to t h i s  ma tter. I s i n c e r e l y  hope that my c o n c e r n s  are given due 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n ,  and I look forward to hearing fro m you s o o n  rega rding my o b j e c t i o n  and any potential 

a l t e r n a ti v e s  that c a n  be explored to m i n i m i s e  the detrimental i m p a c t  to the a rea, my property, my 

b u s i n e s s ,  my family an d the environment.

Fig 1. C a m p s i t e  L o c a t i o n  marked by red l i n e . 

S a s i a  Pryor



2.  A l i  and D e n i s 

a.  We  know tha t the  TKUP p r o j e c t  i s  going to i m p a c t  l o c a l  l i v e s  and l i v e l i h o o d s  in
many  w a y s ,  what are th e b i g g e s t  i m p a c t s  o n you?

We c r e a t e  s a f e  s p a c e s  for people to wo rk through  their trau ma, anxiety and wellbeing b l o c k s .  If t h i s  g o e s  
ahead we will be s u r r o u n d e d  by p y l o n s  adding c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  n o i s e  and an influx of w o r k e r s  - t h i s  will 
negatively i m p a c t  our a bility to c r e a t e  t h e s e  s a f e  s p a c e s .  T h i s  will make s o m e  people c h o o s e  to work 
e l s e w h e r e . 

b.  Wha t will t h i s  c o s t  you?

We will l o s e  value of ou r home, our b u s i n e s s  may not f l o u r i s h  under t h i s  p r e s s u r e ,   and we will l o s e  the 
c o u n t r y s i d e  a s p e c t s  we moved here to gain.

c .   Ho w will your wellbeing/ ment a l health be im p a c t e d ? 

There will be a negative i m p a c t  - c o n s t a n t  n o i s e  and i n t e r r u p t i o n s  du rin g c o n s t r u c t i o n  will be damaging 
for anyone, but e s p e c i a l l y  neurodiver gent i n d i v i d u a l s . 

d.  Wha t 3 t h i n g s  have hur t you the  m o s t ? 

• The mis i n f o rm at i o n  and l i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  at c o n s u l t a t i o n  e v e n t s .  

• The threat to ou r home, c o m m u n i t i e s  and c o u n t r y s i d e . 

• The S c o t t i s h  go v e r n m e n t ’ s  part in t h i s . 

e.  Do you think your b u s i n e s s  will s u r v i v e  the  tu rmoil of the building of and th en 
living with t h i s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ? 

It i s  hard to a n s w e r  t h i s  q u e s t i o n .  C h a n g e s  will have to be made to our b u s i n e s s  s t r u c t u r e  and we may 
well l o s e  money.

f. In the w o r s t - c a s e  s c e n a r i o ,  w h a t ’ s  going to ha ppen to you and your b u s i n e s s ? 

We will be f o r c e d  to move - l o s i n g  a lot of i n v e s t m e n t . 

g.  W h a t ’ s  s p e c i a l  about your b u s i n e s s  and your l o c a t i o n ? 

The b i r d s  and nature, the feeling of s o l i t u d e  in o ur w o o d s ,  the c a l m n e s s  people feel when they drive up 
our drive .

A l i  and D e n n i s 



3.  June M o r r i s o n 

a.  We  know tha t th e TKUP p r o j e c t  i s  going to i m p a c t  l o c a l  l i v e s  and l i v e l i h o o d s  in 
many  w a y s ,  what are th e b i g g e s t  i m p a c t s  o n you

T K P ’ s  b i g g e s t  i m p a c t  to my life i s  the f a c t  we have already more than e nough p y l o n s  in our are a and now 
we are gettin g even m ore and even bigge r . T h i s  will ruin our quiet beaut iful c o u n t r y s i d e 

b.  Wha t will t h i s  c o s t  you?

It will c o s t  u s  our beautiful v i e w s  of the c o u n t r y s i d e  but a l s o  f i n a n c i a l l y  our h o u s e  p r i c e s  w h i c h  are 
dropping m a s s i v e l y .  It will a l s o  c a u s e  n o i s e  and heavy t r a f f i c  pollution a s  well a s  i n c o n v e n i e n c i n g  u s  
while all the work g o e s  on with t r a f f i c  l i g h t s  e t c 

c .   Ho w will your wellbeing/ ment a l health be im p a c t e d ? 

My health with the i m p a c t  from TKUP  along with everything e l s e  that S S E N  are letting in to our  area i s  
major. I’ve been told th e s t r e s s  c o u l d  have me in a w h e e l c h a i r  by x m a s  25 and I’m s t r e s s e d  all the time s o  
my mental health h a s  take n a big k n o c k  in the p a s t  18 m o n t h s . 

d.  Wha t 3 t h i n g s  have hur t you the  m o s t ? 

a. The l i e s  we get told abo ut everything. 
b. No  one l i s t e n i n g  to u s 
c . The i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  of our c o u n t r y s i d e 

e.  Do you think your b u s i n e s s  will s u r v i v e  the  tu rmoil of the building of and th en 
living with t h i s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ? 

Don’t have a b u s i n e s s  but homelife i s  a nightmare and I don’t think I will s u r v i v e  living here

f. In the w o r s t - c a s e  s c e n a r i o ,  w h a t ’ s  going to ha ppen to you and your b u s i n e s s ? 

That we end up in a c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e  for y e a r s .  The n o i s e  and m e s s  from c o n s t r u c t i o n  to deal with daily 
for y e a r s 

g.  W h a t ’ s  s p e c i a l  about your b u s i n e s s  and your l o c a t i o n ? 

Our area w a s  a quiet ha mlet but now s o  n o i s y  and m e s s y .  We had a n i m a l s  in the f i e l d s  and p l a c e s  to 
walk and all t h i s  i s  being taken away from u s 

June M o r r i s o n 



4.  G l o  Potter

a.  We  know tha t th e TKUP p r o j e c t  i s  going to i m p a c t  l o c a l  l i v e s  and l i v e l i h o o d s  in 
many  w a y s ,  what are th e b i g g e s t  i m p a c t s  o n you

The b i g g e s t  i m p a c t  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  will have on me i s  that the quali ty of my life will s u f f e r .   In f a c t  my health 

h a s  now s u f f e r e d  due to the r e c e n t  of havin g to have m e d i c a l  intervention for the y e a r s  of s t r e s s  that  

S S E N  have i n f l i c t e d  up on me.  The threat of having t h i s  s u b s t a t i o n  and a s s o c i a t e d  giant p y l o n s  and other 

s t o r a g e  p r o j e c t s  will mean a fundamental c h a n g e  in our w a y s  of life in t h i s  beautiful quiet c o r n e r  of the 

M e a r n s  to s  dy s t o p i a n  i n d u s t r i a l  e s t a t e  w h i c h  will s u r r o u n d  u s .   T h i s  will not only take away our p e a c e  but 

the health and environ ment we have built up o ver the y e a r s  here.  It f i l l s  me with great s a d n e s s  and s o  

d e p r e s s i o n  c e r t a i n l y  tre pidation for the future.  We are in ou r s e v e n t i e s  in an area where there i s  no p u b l i c  

t r a n s p o r t  and if ill health m a k e s  it harde r to c o n t i n u e ,  we might have to think abou t a future away fro m 

here. b e c a u s e  the S S E N  s c h e m e  will make our home d i f f i c u l t  to s e l l  at all and even if s o l d  might only 

r e a l i s e  half of what it i s  worth we may even have to be thinking in t he farther term of n u r s i n g  h o m e s  and  

we may have to f a c e  s e p a ra t i o n   w h i c h  i s  s i m p l y  c r u e l  and for u s  unthi nkable . T h i s  i s  not a q u i c k  e a s y  

c l e a n  equitable or fair t r a n s i t i o n  a s  it will take away all we ever worke d for…..our hope and even our 

fut ure.

b.  Wha t will t h i s  c o s t  you?

The c o s t  will be high for u s  a s  we c o u n t  our wel lbeing a s  important.  Th ey u s e  the w o r d s  net ze ro without 

w i s d o m  and c a r e  of people like u s  who are no t c o n s i d e r e d  by them to be a s  important a s  getti ng their 

s c h e m e s  through to make money..at our e x p e n s e .  Fi n a n c i a l l y  we wi ll l o s e  up to half the value of our 

h o u s e  if indeed we are able to s e l l  if at all.

Environmentally we will l o s e  t h i s  wonderful bi o d i v e r s e  area ... there will be no more s k y l a r k s  s o n g  or fawn 

in the field w h i c h  c a u s e s  me to mourn 

c .   Ho w will your wellbeing/ ment a l health be im p a c t e d ? 

A s  I s a i d  t h i s  l a s t  c o u p l e  of y e a r s  h a s  had a toll on me.  My health h a s  s u f f e r e d ,  and I have had t e s t s  to s a y   

I now need m e d i c a t i o n  for hi gh blood p r e s s u r e  c a u s e d  by s t r e s s .  T h i s  h a s  been e x a c e r b a t e d  by S S E N  not 

l i s t e n i n g  to or taking a c c o u n t  of u s .  They have not even a n s w e r e d  ou r q u e s t i o n s  about funda mental  

i s s u e s  of their s c h e m e  w h i c h  w/o a f f e c t  my bre athing a s  I have a s t h m a .   In s h o r t ,  I am given  t he 

i m p r e s s i o n  that they do not c a r e  about me or indee d any of our  ne i g hb o u r s  who they s e e  a s  an 

i n c o n v e n i e n c e  in their path to greater profit for t h i s  c o m p a n y 

I have felt di m i n i s h e d  ignored and ground d own by their m e t h o d s  of ' c o n s u l t a t i o n '  but for the f a c t  that I 

know there a re good people round me who are a l s o  fighting t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  I might have l o s t  faith and 

fallen into d e p r e s s i o n  however it d o e s  make me s a d  to think our ow n c o u n t y  a re b a c k i n g  peop le who 

c o u l d  i n f l i c t  s u c h  pain on me and o t h e r s  like me.

d.  Wha t 3 t h i n g s  have hur t you the  m o s t ? 

• Been told I have a v o i c e  and c h o i c e s  to d i s c o v e r  that i s  not the c a s e . 

• Thinki ng  I  have ri g h t s  but w a t c h i n g  t h e s e  big c o m p a n i e s  trample on t hem.



• A s k i n g for help and no t being l i s t e n e d to for e xample by S c o t t i s h gove rnment w ho will no t e ven 

meet u s yet learning all the w h i l s t the number of m e e t i n g s s c h e d u l e d and noted in parliamentary

r e c o r d s of t he m e e t i n g s betwee n S S E N and parliamenta ry r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s who I thou ght w e re

there to r e p r e s e n t  u s . 

o  Do you think your b u s i n e s s  will s u r v i v e  the turmoil of the building of and then  
living with t h i s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ? 

We are reti red s o  do n o t have b u s i n e s s  c o n c e r n s  though I know of s e v e r a l  b u s i n e s s e s  w h i c h  will be 

a f f e c t e d  in the a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e c t o r  and h o s p i t a l i t y .  T h i s  will a f f e c t  our whole life and wellbeing th ough in 

my l o w e s t  m o m e n t s  s o m e t i m e s  I think they j u s t  want u s  to s h u t  up go away or j u s t  die. . ..but we are not 

going to do any of t h e s e  and will keep up our p r o t e s t s . . . t h e r e  are many of u s  and we will be 

h e a r d … … … T h i s  i s  MY home.

G l o  Potter



5.  N i c o l a  R o b e r t s o n 

Dear Whoever i s  Reading t h i s , 

I am hi ghly worried a nd c o n c e r n e d  about t h e s e  S S E N  new pylon p l a n s . 

I live in DD9 7XG and our  only walking r o u t e s  are on rural r o a d s .  T h e s e  w a l k s  are c r u c i a l  to my f a m i l i e s ,  

a d u l t s  and c h i l d r e n ,  health and wellbeing.

Not  only am I c o n c e r n e d  about the d i r e c t  health i s s u e s  from t h e s e  p y l o n s .  But t h e s e  w a l k s  are a breath of 

f r e s h  air and they help c l e a r  our m i n d s  s o  m u c h . 

The v i e w s  from t h e s e  w a l k s  are s o  important in our mental health. I am dreading t h e s e  v i e w s  ch a n g i n g ,  it 

already c a u s e s  s o  m u c h  s t r e s s  and anxiety.

We are a l s o  lookin g to u p s i z e  our h o u s e  in the near  future but we are c o n c e r n e d  about not only the route 

of t h e s e  p y l o n s  i m p a c t i n g  our c u r r e n t  h o u s e  p r i c e  but a l s o  r e d u c i n g  our o p ti o n s  f or fu ture a s  we do not 

want to be near t h e s e  m o n s t e r s  and t heir health i m p l i c a t i o n s  but t h i s  area i s  our h ome, our e d u c a t i o n  

and work p l a c e s  are here along with our f r i e n d s . 

N i c o l a  R o b e r t s o n 



6.  Dawn S h o r t 

My h u s b a n d  and I live at The Bent. We have been there for over 17 y e a r s .   T h i s  i s  the f i r s t  p l a c e  in my life 

that h a s  truly felt like home - I had never lived anywhere more than 5 y e a r s . 

When we f i r s t  found our h o u s e  we s t o o d  at the b a c k  f e n c e ,  gazed at the h i l l s  and knew t h i s  w a s  home. My 

beloved G r a n ’ s  a s h e s  are blowing around in t h o s e  h i l l s . 

S i n c e  learning of S S E N  p l a n s  it f e e l s  like s o m e t h i n g  p r e c i o u s  h a s  been s t o l e n  from u s .  S S E N  tell me it will 

be OK - “the view will s t i l l  be the re j u s t  with s o m e  p y l o n s  in it” and when I w a s  c o n c e r n e d  about the  

“buzz” they r e a s s u r e d  me that we “wouldn’ t b e able to hear it over the  s o u n d  of the wind w h i s t l i n g  

through”.  The y tell u s  there will be no e f f e c t  on property v a l u e s  - bu t we would not have bough t our h o u s e  

with p y l o n s  between u s  and the h i l l s . 

I am in a s t a t e  of d i s b e l i e f  that anyone would s e e k  to d e s e c r a t e  the Howe o the M e a r n s  in s u c h  a way. 

T h i s  horror regula rly b r i n g s  t e a r s  to my e y e s . 

Dawn S h o r t 



7.  Joh n and An gie R o s s 

To whom i t may c o n c e r n 

I am writing to s u b m i t  my p e r s o n a l  o b j e c t i o n  in r e s p o n s e  to S S E N ’ s  r e c e n t  ap p l i c a t i o n  to t he Energy 
C o n s e n t s  Unit for the p r o p o s e d  i n s t a l l a t i o n  of l arge p y l o n s  through A n g u s .  My c o n c e r n s  go beyond the 
v i s u a l  and environ mental harm to the c o u n t r y s i d e ,  a s  t h i s  p r o j e c t  d i r e c t l y  t h r e a t e n s  my f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y  
and future wellbeing.

I m p a c t  on Propert y V al u e ,  T o u r i s m  I n c o m e ,  and P e n s i o n  S e c u r i t y 

Our holiday home i s  c u r r e n t l y  va lued at £500,000 and r e p r e s e n t s  not only an important s o u r c e  of i n c o m e  
today but a l s o  a major part of our p e n s i o n  pot for the future. I t s  value i s  d i r e c t l y  linked to our f i n a n c i a l  
s e c u r i t y  in retirement, and any r e d u c t i o n  in that value h a s  profound c o n s e q u e n c e s  for our abil ity to 
s u p p o r t  o u r s e l v e s  later in life.

S t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  that pr o p e r t i e s  near high - voltage p y l o n s  c a n  s u f f e r  val ue r e d u c t i o n s  of up to 30%, w h i c h  
in our c a s e  c o u l d  mean a d e v a s t a t i n g  £150,000 l o s s .  T h i s  i s  not a figure we c a n  a b s o r b .  We are extremely 
worried that, when we r e a c h  p e n s i o n  age, the r e d u c e d  value of our home will mean we s i m p l y  will not 
have enough money to l ive on. The p y l o n s  will s t r i p  awa y not only the beauty and appeal of the property 
but a l s o  the f i n a n c i a l  s a f e t y  net we ha ve c a r e f u l l y  built ove r many y e a r s . 

On top of t h i s  long-term i m p a c t ,  we a l s o  f a c e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s h o r t - t e r m  f i n a n c i a l  damage durin g the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  p h a s e .  The movement and operation of l arge l o r r i e s ,  heavy m a c h i n e r y ,  and othe r equipment 
s o  c l o s e  to our property will c r e a t e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i s r u p t i o n .  G u e s t s  c h o o s e  our holiday home for i t s  
tranquility, s c e n e r y ,  and p e a c e f u l  at m o s p h e r e  — all of w h i c h  will be c o m p l e t e l y  undermined by nearby 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  w o r k s .  We fully e x p e c t  that b o o k i n g s  will fall d r a m a t i c a l l y  during t h i s  period, depriving u s  of 
vital i n c o m e  at the ver y time we are tryin g to maintain the property and meet our ongoing f i n a n c i a l  
c o m m i t m e n t s . 

M e n t a l  H e a l t h  I m p a c t  and I n c r e a s e d  S t r e s s 

T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  already c a u s i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t r e s s  and anxiety. The u n c e r t a i n t y  around our f i n a n c i a l  
future, c o m b i n e d  with the knowledge that our c a r e f u l l y  planned p e n s i o n  p r o v i s i o n  may no longer be 
s u f f i c i e n t ,  h a s  p l a c e d  u s  under great s t r a i n .  I n s t e a d  o f lookin g forward to a s e c u r e  and c o m f o r t a b l e  
retirement, we are lef t fearing that our livelihoo d and s t a b i l i t y  will be undermined by p y l o n s  towering j u s t  
535 m e t r e s  from ou r home and dominating the view from our full y glaz ed gable end over the A n g u s  
c o u n t r y s i d e . 

The p e a c e  of mind tha t s h o u l d  c o m e  with prep aring for later life h a s  be en r e p l a c e d  with c o n s t a n t  wo rry. 
The i m p a c t  on ou r ment al health c a n n o t  be ov e r s t a t e d .  The s t r e s s  of potentially l o s i n g  s u c h  a large 
portion of our p e n s i o n  pot, through n o fault of our own, i s  deeply unfair and d i s t r e s s i n g . 

C o n c l u s i o n 

I urge S S E N  to fully c o n s i d e r  the human c o s t  of t h i s  p r o j e c t .  It i s  not only l a n d s c a p e s  and h o u s e s  that will 
be a f f e c t e d ,  but a l s o  p e o p l e ’ s  l i v e s ,  s e c u r i t y ,  and f u t u r e s .  For u s ,  t h i s  i s  not an a b s t r a c t  i s s u e  — it i s   
about whether we will have the m e a n s  to s u p p o r t  o u r s e l v e s  in retirement after a lifetime of hard work and 
planning.

John & Angie R o s s 



8.  Do nia

He llo,

I am writing to e x p r e s s  my s t r o n g  o p p o s i t i o n  to the p ro p o s e d  D e e s i d e  p y l o n s ,  primaril y due to c o n c e r n s  
around potential radiation e x p o s u r e  and the long -term health i m p a c t  on r e s i d e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  young 
c h i l d r e n  like my 4-year- old s o n  who l i v e s  in Drumoak and g o e s  to Drum oak n u r s e r y . 

T h i s  development woul d a l s o  furthe r threaten l o c a l  wildlife, w h i c h  i s  already under p r e s s u r e  from 
e x c e s s i v e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  in Drumoak and B a n c h o r y .  We do not need more t r e e s  c u t  down or nat ural 
h a b i t a t s  d e s t r o y e d  for u n s i g h t l y  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

I urge them to r e c o n s i d e r  the enviro nmental and s o c i a l  c o s t s  of t h i s  p r o j e c t . 

Donia



9.  J u l i e  Urquhart 

To whom i t may c o n c e r n , 

I am writing to inf orm you that the p y l o n s  have a f f e c t e d  my life. I c o m p l e t e l y  o p p o s e  to them being built. 
We s i m p l y  c a n n o t  have t h e s e  p y l o n s  near our s c h o o l s . 

Drumoak s c h o o l  may be s m a l l  but i t ’ s  very important to t h i s  growing c o m m u n i t y .  To have the radiation 
c o m e  off t h e s e  l i n e s  and loom over the c h i l d r e n  at their s a f e  p l a c e  h a s  c a u s e d  many s o  m u c h  s t r e s s .  You 
do not know the heal th i m p a c t  it c o u l d  have on our c h i l d r e n . 

We would love to love h o u s e  but b e c a u s e  of t h e s e  l i n e s  , our h o u s e  will be worth n o thing. Fa mily have 
a l s o  moved near by and having t h i s  p r o p o s e d  will a l s o  make their h o u s e  w o r t h l e s s .  For elderly t h i s  i s  a 
huge s t r e s s ,  t h i s  i s  all they have worked for taken away. You may a s  well drop a bomb on ou r p r o p e r t i e s . 

P l e a s e  a l s o  c o n s i d e r  the b a d ge r s ,  f o x ’ s ,  pine m a r t i n s ,  deer, red s q u i r r e l ,  h e d g e h o g s  we have. You  will 
s o o n  ruin their l i v e s  to.

J u l i e  Urquhart



1 0 . B r u c e  F a r q u h a r s o n 

From the moment I r e c e i v e d  the re g i s t e r e d  letter in the p o s t  in July 2024 I had a s i n k i n g  feeling in my 
s t o m a c h  that my life, livelihood and l i f e s t y l e  we re to c h a n g e  forever !
When m e e t i n g s  were s e t  up to d i s c u s s  their p l a n s  with u s ,  S S E N  and Balfour Beaty ‘tried’ to r e a s s u r e  me 
that we were s i m p l y  an alternative route and nothing w a s  s e t  in s t o n e ! 
By the time I went to the ir ‘ c o n s u l t a t i o n s ’  in S e p t e m b e r ,  we were the preferred route  !

They talked about l i s t e n i n g  to s t a k e h o l d e r s  and l a n d ow n e r s  f e e d b a c k  a s  to the r e a s o n s  for moving the 
route t w i c e  before and now onto a wh ole new c o r r i d o r ,  yet in the many m e e t i n g s  w h i c h  I ha d with S S E N  
s e l f  titled ‘land m a n a g e r s ’  they or any of there s e n i o r  management did n’t l i s t e n  or a c t  on anything that I 
put forward. Q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d  left u n a n s w e r e d ! 

A s m a l l  farm like my own, where I w a s  brou ght up a s  a c h i l d ,  married a nd brou ght up my own c h i l d r e n  
and e x p e c t e d  to b ring my g r a n d c h i l d r e n  to e x p e r i e n c e  t h i s  wonderful rural idyll , will be d e c i m a t e d  by 
S S E N ’ s  gr o t e s q u e  p l a n s  for our beautiful c o u n t r y ! 
R o t a t i o n s  on my fa rm w ould be d e s t r o y e d  durin g the c o n s t r u c t i o n  p h a s e  and when s e n i o r  S S E N  
management were a s k e d  s p e c i f i c  q u e s t i o n s  regarding c o m p e n s a t i o n ,  I w a s  fudged off or ignored with 
any d i r e c t  r e s p o n s e ! 

After the s e c o n d  ‘ c o n s u l t a t i o n ’  in M a r c h  2025, where I w a s  left feeling s o  low, I felt I had to mak e the 
monumental d e c i s i o n  t o put my farm on the market b e c a u s e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  and for my own w ell being I 
c o u l d  not live with the d e c i m a t i o n  of my farm or the i d y l l i c  life I have been u s e d  to for over 50 y e a r s ! 
I c a n  h o n e s t l y  s a y  t h i s  l a s t  15 m o n t h s  of my life h a s  been the m o s t  fr u s t r a ti n g  and galling e x p e r i e n c e  and I 
hold no one in S S E N  that I have c o m e  a c r o s s  in t h i s  whole d e b a c l e  with any regard w h a t s o e v e r ! 

B r u c e  F a r q u h a r s o n 



1 1 . L e s l e y  Fa r q u h a r s o n 



12. Bonita M a c l e a n 

I live alone in a fa r m h o u s e  within s p i t t i n g  d i s t a n c e  of the p ro p o s e d  TKUP route. I run a very m o d e s t  

holiday let within my home w h i c h  e n a b l e s  me to afford to live here.

I am very worried that I will l o s e  b u s i n e s s  a s  a r e s u l t  of the over head li ne - both during the c o n s t r u c t i o n  

p h a s e  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  when the p y l o n s  are l ooming above the l o c a l  beautiful l a n d s c a p e . 

I have c o n s i s t e n t l y  engaged with the S S E N  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  but the whol e p r o c e s s  h a s  made me feel 

p o w e r l e s s .  At no point h a s  anyone from S S E N  v i s i t e d  me to s e e  how the line will i m p a c t  on my 

b u s i n e s s / l i v e l i h o o d . 

Q u e s t i o n s I have re c e i v e c o n f l i c t i n g a n s w e r s - even the d i s t a n c e my home i s from the line i s d i f f i c u l t to

get a c l e a r idea of. I am extremely wo rried abou t a d v e r s e health e f f e c t s and c a n ’ t believe that i t i s even

legal to put s u c h  c o n c e r n s  o u t s i d e  the s c o p e  of the planning ap p l i c a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  It h a s  been the

c a s e  that e a c h  time the c o m m u n i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  the planned line on legi timate p o i n t s  S S E N  s i m p l y  move 

the g o a l p o s t s . 

I feel that we are r u s h i n g  headlong into a ti me when the l a n d s c a p e  will be ruined and then it will be too 

late to do anything about it.

My livelihood i s  at r i s k  and I c a n ’ t  get any c l e a r  a n s w e r s  to r e a s s u r e  me that I will r e c e i v e  any 

c o m p e n s a t i o n  w h a t s o e v e r  for l o s s  of b u s i n e s s . 

I have a c o n s t a n t  nagging worry rega rding the T KUP  overhead line development - i t i s  harming my and  my 

n e i g h b o u r s ’  ability to e njoy a p e a c e f u l  and p r o d u c t i v e  life.

Bonny Maclean



13. Jane L i n g 

There are a num ber of a r e a s  w h i c h  are of c o n c e r n  to me both with rega r d to the c o n s t r u c t i o n  but about 

living with a gia nt pylon around 200 m e t r e s  fro m my living room window.  My immediate c o n c e r n s  are 

with rega rd to the c o n s t r u c t i o n  and the d i s t u r b a n c e s  we will have to f a c e .   The  A94 i s  already m u c h  

b u s i e r  s i n c e  the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of the new Ta y c r o s s i n g  with the road a l s o  b e c o m i n g  m u c h  f a s t e r .   T h i s  

m e a n s  it i s  more h a z a r d o u s  to a c c e s s  and exit the bottom of ou r road.  I am c o n c e r n e d  about the length 

of the working day and the d i s t u r b a n c e  during c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  I u n d e r s t a n d  in other a r e a s  t h i s  c a n  a l s o  

be 7 d a y s  a week .  At the moment the p l a n s  s u g g e s t  that t r a f f i c  will not c o m e  up J e r i c h o  but I am worried 

that t h i s  may c h a n g e  and living with no paveme nt t h i s  i s  a s a f e t y  c o n c e r n ,  not to mention any damage 

from vibration that may a f f e c t  our property.

Long term there are a number of c o n c e r n s  not l e a s t  of all the v i s u a l  d i s t u r b a n c e ,  I will be looking d i r e c t l y   

at the pylon from my livi ng room wind ow, there s e e m s  to have been no attempt to pl an the p y l o n s  to be 

away from ou r p r o p e r t i e s .   Our h o u s e s  in J e r i c h o  are a m o n g s t  the m o s t  a f f e c t e d  on the route .  I am  

worried abou t how t h i s  will a f f e c t  the long term value of the property.  One of my n e i g h b o u r s  i s  c u r r e n t l y  

trying to s e l l  and they have had no v i e w i n g s ,  t h i s  may or may not have had an e f f e c t .   My p artne r and I  

have worked all our l i v e s  to pay off ou r mortgage with the inten tion of d o w n s i z i n g  and havin g s o m e  c a p i t a l  

left over t o w a r d s  our p e n s i o n .   T h i s  i s  likely to have a s e v e r e  f i n a n c i a l  i m p a c t  on t h e s e  p l a n s . 

I am c o n c e r n e d  about the i n c r e a s e d  n o i s e  from the p y l o n s ,  the A94 i s  a b u s y  n o i s y  road w h i c h  i s  

i n c r e a s i n g  and the l a s t  thing we need i s  for mor e n o i s e  to be added to t h i s .   I u n d e r s t a n d  that the w i r e s  

from the p y l o n s  c a n  hum in the wet and win d.  We  are in a bit of a wind tunnel a s  part of the S t r a t h m o r e  

Valley and it i s  windy a l ot.

I am a l s o  w orried a bout the e f f e c t s  of the proxi mity of the p y l o n s  on our  bro adband and teleph one  

s i g n a l s ,  I u n d e r s t a n d  that t h i s  c a n  limit the s i g n a l .   We already have ver y poor broadband and p ay extra to 

have unlimited data for our p h o n e s ,  if t h i s  i s  a f f e c t e d  t h i s  c o u l d  a f f e c t  my ability to work a s  I have a job 

w h i c h  i s  100% online.

And l a s t  but not l e a s t  the re are s t i l l  the f e a r s  ab out the health r i s k s ,  there s t i l l  s e e m s  to be no c o n c r e t e  

e v i d e n c e  that living in c l o s e  proximity to t h e s e  m o n s t e r  p y l o n s  i s  100% s a f e . 

My p e r s o n a l  s t o r y  i n v o l v e s  s l e e p l e s s  n i g h t s  worrying about the future and long term what t h i s  will mean 

for u s . 

Jane L i n g 



1 4 . E l e a n o r  R u s s e l l 

Ever s i n c e  I f i r s t  heard about the m o n s t e r  p y l o n s ,  it h a s  c a u s e d  me great anxiety. When the g l o s s y  

b r o c h u r e s ,  e m a i l s  from TKUP c o m e  in, I find the m d i f f i c u l t  to u n d e r s t a n d .  To me it w a s  a lot of waffle! It 

took a long time with two s i t e  v i s i t s  by S S E N  to e s t a b l i s h  where the p y l o n s  were going to be p l a c e d .  In 

f a c t ,  in many of the b r o c h u r e s  that S S E N  p r o d u c e d  J e r i c h o  i s  not even in them!

I have one going at the b a c k  of my h o u s e ,  275 m away, the other will be at the s i d e  of my h o u s e ,  again 

very c l o s e ,  at 300 m. We, the r e s i d e n t s  of J e r i c h o ,  have tried to l i a i s e  with S S E N  to get them to move the 

pylon at the b a c k  of J e r i c h o  further b a c k  but they s a y  t h i s  i s  not p o s s i b l e .  The r e a s o n  given w a s  

e x c e e d i n g l y  long winde d and d i f f i c u l t  to u n d e r s t a n d ! 

The c o t t a g e s  at J e r i c h o  were built for w e a v e r s  over 200 y e a r s  ago. When  my h u s b a n d  and I bought  

J e r i c h o ,  45 y e a r s  ago, our c o t t a g e  w a s  a l i s t e d  building. The l i s t i n g  h a s  been removed but we had to keep 

the front of the c o t t a g e  the s a m e  a s  it had been 200 y e a r s  ago! S a d l y ,  t h i s  d o e s  no c o u n t s  a s  an h i s t o r i c a l  

building.

I worry about my future. I am an elderly wid ow and know that I may hav e to move into Forfar when I am no 

longer able to drive or need to go into C a r e .  My home h a s  already deval ued due to the p y l o n s .  Who i s   

going to wa nt to buy a h o u s e  with two h u m o n g o u s  p y l o n s  next to it? There i s  no c o m p e n s a t i o n  for 

h o m e o w n e r s . 

S t r a t h m o r e  Valley i s  one of the b e s t  arable a r e a s  in S c o t l a n d .  The f i e l d s  next to me grow p o t a t o e s ,  p e a s ,  

barley, wheat and s o m e t i m e s  c a u l i f l o w e r  ! Two f i e l d s  have s h e e p  in them at the moment. The p y l o n s  will 

have a c a t a s t r o p h i c  e f f e c t  on a g ri c u l t u r a l . 

It i s  a l s o  one of the m o s t  beautiful a r e a s  of S c o t l a n d .   The  p y l o n s  are going s t r a i g h t  throu gh S t r a t h m o r e  

Valley and will have an i r re v e r s i b l e  i m p a c t  on th e l a n d s c a p e ,  s u b s e q u e n t l y ,  having an i m p a c t  on t o u r i s m  

that A n g u s  r e l i e s  on.

Although r e s e a r c h  h a s  been undertaken into the health h a z a r d s  of livi ng b e s i d e  p y l o n s  nothing  

c o n c l u s i v e  h a s  yet been proven but, I do believe it h a s  an i m p a c t  on mental health. It i s  alread y i m p a c t i n g  

mine!

Living in the c o u n t r y  my Wi -Fi i s  not s t r o n g .  I bel ieve that the p y l o n s  will have a negative i m p a c t  on my Wi -

Fi. I already have five b o o s t e r s  in my home. My i Phone, iPad and TV are e s s e n t i a l  to my well bei ng, 

e s p e c i a l l y  living on my own. I wear hea ring a i d s  and I believe that the p y l o n s  will be n o i s y  at t i m e s ,  

e s p e c i a l l y  when it i s  windy. I wonder what e f f e c t  t h i s  will have on my hearing?

The road at J e r i c h o  i s  owned by A n g u s  C o u n c i l .  It i s  s i n g l e  t r a c k  leading to two farm t r a c k s .  I am very 

worried abou t the heavy c o n s t r u c t i o n  v e h i c l e s  going up and down the road. There i s  no room for tw o c a r s  

p a s s i n g  e a c h  other, one m u s t  r e v e r s e !  Down t he c e n t r e  of the road i s  the water main feeding J e r i c h o  and 

D o u g l a s t o wn .  It h a s  b u r s t  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  over the y e a r s ,  the l a s t  being in A u g u s t  t h i s  year.

Being in t he c o u n t r y  I s e e  a lot of wildlife and b i r d s  at J e r i c h o .  I enjoy s i t i n g  in my s u m m e r  h o u s e  w a t c h i n g  

the deer in the field along with the b i r d s  and i n s e c t s  c o m i n g  to feed in my ga rden. The p y l o n s  will i m p a c t  

on the wildlife and b i r d s  and I will be s a d  n ot to enjoy them a s  I do at the moment.

It m a k e s  me angry that the government h a s  not explored the a l t e r n a t i v e s  of underground or s u b s e a  

c a b l i n g .  Fi n a n c i a l  c o m p a r i s o n s  are b a s e d  on outdated c o s t  c o m p a r i s o n s . 



I am d i s a p p o i n t e d  that E L E C T E D  l o c a l  c o u n s e l l o r s ,  me m b e r s  of the S c o t t i s h  government and m e m b e r s  

of the UK govern ment are not allowed to e x p r e s s  their t h o u g h t s  or d i s c u s s  any a s p e c t  of S S E N ’ s  

p r o p o s a l s  with their c o n s t i t u e n t s . 

I have nothing p o s i t i v e to s a y about the m o n s t e r p y l o n s . They will have a c a t a s t r o p h i c c o n s e q u e n c e for the

l o c a l environment, c o m m u n i t i e s , farming, b u s i n e s s e s , to u r i s m , and h o me o w n e r s like me. T h i s will leave

a l a s t i n g  l e g a c y  of m a s s  i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  m a s q u e r a d i n g  a s  “green energy” for ge n e r a t i o n s  to c o m e . 

E l e a n o r  R u s s e l l 



15. Fiona Troughton

“ We’r e making them Tall, s o  we don’t Fry e v e r y o n e ’ s  Hair”

“ W h a t ’ s  Wrong wit h y ou People?”

S o ,  our journey s t a r t e d  with S S E N .  T h e s e  c o m m e n t s  were s a i d  to me by S S E N  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  at a l o c a l  

c o n s u l t a t i o n s  in 2023/4, and s e t  the tone for the c o m m u n i t y  engagem ent with u s  ever s i n c e . 

The original P referred route for S e c t i o n  B w a s  s o u t h  of u s  here at L o c h t y ,  probably r e f l e c t i n g  the route of 

the A90 s o u t h  w h i c h  wo uld make s e n s e .  Due to landowner p r e s s u r e  however, it h a s  been move d further 

north and c l o s e r  to the p r o t e c t e d  area a round the C a t e r t h u n  h i l l f o r t s  and the A n g u s  G l e n s ,  whe re i s  

already h o s t  to a nother r e c e n t l y  upgraded 400kv line. The jumbled j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for movin g the route, a 

“ c o m p l e x  matrix of m e a s u r e m e n t s ” ,  h a s  led to the c u r r e n t  s i t u a t i o n  where many more folk will be 

d i r e c t l y  a f f e c t e d ,  a n c i e n t  woodland c h o p p e d  down and a s p e c i a l  environment through the D u n s w o o d  to 

Fern s h a l l o w  valley i s  to be ruined.

The h o m e s  on either s i d e  of L o c h t y  wood are approximately 400 m apar t but make up our rural hamlet of 

L o c h t y ;  8 c o t t a g e s  with their i n c r e d i b l e  C a t e r t h u n  viewpoint to the n orth, enjoyed by over 20 i n h a b i t a n t s  

a s  well a s  v i s i t o r s  fro m the l o c a l  t o w n s  who c o m e  out to park in the layby and enjoy that view.

Our home, along with the farm are on the north s i d e  of the wood, where h o r s e  and s h e e p  graz e, people 

walk d o g s  and b a b i e s  in p r a m s ,  fo rage in the Au tumn and meet up with their ne i g h b o u r s ,  either in the 

wood or along our lane c o n n e c t i n g  many more s m a l l  f a r m s t e a d s  and c o t t a g e s  do tted along th e s a i d  C o e  

Road. All of t h e s e ,  a s  well a s  the wider c o m m u n i t y  up on the Menmuir ridge will s e e  the p y l o n s  all day 

every day. The C o e  Road w h i c h  i s  a tiny u n c l a s s i f i e d  lane will be c h a n g e d  beyond re c o g n i t i o n  a s  it i s  the 

p r o p o s e d  a c c e s s  route for the l o c a l  pylon c o n s t r u c t i o n  t r a f f i c .  Indeed our home now i s  c a l l e d  Layby C 3 3 - 

1 6  in the p r o p o s e d  road m a p s . 

S S E N  C o n s u l t a t i o n  d o c u m e n t s  argue that c h o p p i n g  a 90 m s w a t h e  through L o c h t y  wood alon g with a 

number of the a n c i e n t  r o a d s i d e  b e e c h  t r e e s  down will allow the c h e a p e s t ,  s t r a i g h t e s t ,  t e c h n i c a l l y  e a s i e s t  

line in S e c t i o n  B, route 4a d e s p i t e  bulldozing through many Ofgem an d NP F4 p o l i c i e s  intended to p r o t e c t  

l o c a l  environment and people. S S E N  s t a t e  that K i r k s i d e  of L o c h t y  and L o c h t y  c o t t a g e s  c o n s t r a i n  the 

alignment with “ve ry c l o s e  proximity and o pen v i e w s ”  within 90 m to th e LOD, with the p y l o n s  “large s c a l e  

and prominent f e a t u r e s ”  for u s .  ( C o n s u l t a t i o n  D o c u m e n t  S e p t  2024 Ref:LT455)

The v i s u a l  i m p a c t  will be s i g n i f i c a n t .  Within the s a m e  s a i d  d o c u m e n t  S S E N  s t a t e  “the property would  

offer open v i e w s  to the s o u t h  t o w a r d s  the align ment” and yet d e s p i t e  t h i s ,  the RVAA embedded in the EIA 

i s  i n c o m p l e t e  and wrong. B e s t  p r a c t i s e  in t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  s h o u l d  have a 4 part p r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s e s s m e n t ,  

involving a h o u s e  v i s i t  to s e e  the layout of r o o m s .  D e s p i t e  h o s t i n g  s e n i o r  S S E N  land and c o m m u n i t y  

m a n a g e r s  a s  well o t h e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  M S P S ,  who c o u l d  s e e  c l e a r l y  our ga rden f a c e s  e a s t - s o u t h - w e s t ,  the 

drive -by c o n s u l t a n t s  doing the RVAA i n d i c a t e  our h o u s e  f a c e s  north e a s t  and we would be s c r e e n e d  by 

garden ve getation fro m the line of 60 m t o w e r s  and a s s o c i a t e d  ironmongery in view fro m early morning to 

l a s t  thing at ni ght. T h e s e  would be double the height of our garden boundary vegetation. The m e a s u r i n g  of 

the d i s t a n c e  between pylon to middle of the h o u s e  d o e s  not adhere to b e s t  p r a c t i s e  either to 

a c c o m m o d a t e  the gard en or c u r t i l a g e ,  and d e s p i t e  them quotin g 213m fro m pylon to h o u s e  in the RVAA, 

in the opera tional wet n o i s e  data f i g u r e s  they m e a s u r e  165m to the h o u s e  w h i c h   will equate to 

approximately 100m to a r e a s  of the garden that are in daily u s e  by u s  and our family, a s  well a s  the wider 

c o m m u n i t y  when the garden i s  open to the p u b l i c .  If the line m o v e s  t o the extent of the LOD, t h i s  figure i s  

119m from pylon to h o u s e  and i s  one of the c l o s e s t  in the data s e t  to b ear the c o n s t r u c t i o n  an d 

operational n o i s e . 



S o ,  our c o m m u n i t y  i s  di vided p h y s i c a l l y  by havi ng the new route s u d d e n l y  and s u r p r i s i n g l y  a n n o u n c e d  

l a s t  s u m m e r  2024. Not only will we look at the line all day, we will have  to live under i t every da y whether 

driving, dog walking an d pram p u s h i n g ,  or v i s i t i n g  a neighbour. We are a l s o  divided emotionally with 

neighbour pitted a g a i n s t  neighbour a s  the line w a s  refined further awa y from the original route. It now l i e s  

within the L o c h t y  “ p i n c h  point” and the l a n d s c a p e  s e t t i n g  of the C a t e r t h u n s .  S o m e h o w  t h i s  h a s  been 

ignored by the a t t e m p t s  of o t h e r s  to p r o t e c t  oth er minor l o c a l  s i t e s  w h i c h  lie within their own f armland.

Our own home here h a s  a nationally re c o g n i z e d  garden ( S c o t t i s h  Field : M a r c h  2024, E n g l i s h  G arden: June 

2023, Garden N e w s :  June 2024) and i s  s e e n  a s  “an exemplary plot (within the g r o u n d s  of a) 200 year old 

m a n s e ,  w h i c h  s i t s  amid a s w a t h e  of farmland i n a t iny hamlet in the A n g u s  c o u n t r y s i d e ” .  We will now no 

longer be able to be ope n to the p u b l i c  for garde n and c h a r i t y  e v e n t s  due to the health r i s k s  if the 

p o w e r l i n e s  are s o  c l o s e  overhead t he outer garden a r e a s .  We have ver y young g r a n d c h i l d r e n  who all live  

in c i t y  h o m e s  but e s c a p e  to u s  here at L o c h t y  for a f r e s h  s a f e  environment. T h i s  will no longe r happen a s  

we c a n n o t  allow the he alth r i s k  of c h i l d h o o d  c a n c e r s  to i m p a c t  ou r family from the very c l o s e  proximi ty of 

the 400 kV line.

T h i s  i s  our retirement home bough t afte r y e a r s  of working hard, now d i f f i c u l t  to s e l l  and worth 

c o n s i d e r a b l y  l e s s  than when bought 10 y e a r s  ago.

There are no mi t i g a t i o n s  offered to u s  here at L o c h t y ,  bar “ s t a b i l i s i n g  a v i s u a l l y  c o h e s i v e  r o a d s i d e ”  and 

c o m p e n s a t o r y  planting of t r e e s  s o m e w h e r e ,  after a 5 year p r e d i c t e d  build p r o j e c t  involvin g c o n s t r u c t i o n  

t r a f f i c  all over t h i s  part of A n g u s  on our ti ny l a n e s  and s q u i n t y  b r i d g e s  a well -known feature of t h i s  area.

Nor  h a s  there been an y mention of a c o m p e n s a t o r y  p a c k a g e  for the l o s s  in value to our  ho me. We will be 

p u r s u i n g  f i n a n c i a l  r e d r e s s  a s  a matter of the u t m o s t  u r g e n c y  if t h i s  p r o j e c t  g o e s  ahead. It i s  unbelievable 

that S S E N  c o m m i t  to c o m m u n i t y  g r a n t s ,  but NOT  to the f a m i l i e s  and h o u s e h o l d e r s  e x p e c t e d  to live by 

and “ h o s t ”  t h e s e  p y l o n s  with e l e c t r i c i t y  being t r a n s p o r t e d  along the w i r e s  a l m o s t  overhead.

If t h i s p r o j e c t undertaken by a large energy c o m p a n y c a n be s o poorly managed wit h multiple f l a w s in

their p r o c e s s e s and methodology, how c a n the S c o t t i s h Govt gi ve the planning c o n s e n t KNO WING LY

without further proper s c r u t i n y and d i s c u s s i o n with t h o s e m o s t a f f e c t e d . It would be the right and fair

thing to do. T h o s e  tha t need to move, s h o u l d  then be helped to do s o . 

Thank you for readin g t h i s .  It i s  important. Future ge n e r a t i o n s  will be w i t n e s s  to the integrity a nd r e s p e c t  

for ou r land and people s h o w n  by you M i n i s t e r s  for the S c o t t i s h  Govern ment with t h i s  and othe r 

a s s o c i a t e d  p r o j e c t s  in for planning approval.

Fiona Troughton



1 6 . R i c h a r d  Martin 

T h e s e  p y l o n s  are the i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n  of the w hole c o u n t r i e s  c o u n t r y s i d e .  An e y e s o r e  to t h o s e  who live 

near them and anyone v i s i t i n g . 

There are other w a y s  to s e n d  e l e c t r i c  c a b l e s  s o u t h  , e.g.,  underground or in p i p e s ,  already i n s t a l l e d ,  in the 

North S e a . 

When c o s t i n g  for t h i s  , although the p l a n n e r s  s a y  overhead l i n e s  are th e c h e a p e s t ,   they have not c o s t e d  

a l t e r n a t i v e s . 

There are already O H L s  in S c o t l a n d  along with s o l a r  p a n e l s  on farmlan d  d e s t r o y i n g  the S c o t t i s h  

c o u n t r y s i d e . 

S T O P  T H E S E  A B S U R D  P Y L O N S  NOW.

Remember, although the y are not on your d o o r s t e p  today, tomorrow you might be next for m o n s t e r  

p y l o n s . 

R i c h a r d  Martin



17.  Name W i t h e l d 

I have long admi red rur al A n g u s  for i t s  ou t s t a n d i n g  and u n s p o i l t  natu r al beauty. Indeed, it w a s  the love of 
the a r e a ’ s  l a n d s c a p e s  that brought u s  to s e t t l e  here a c o u p l e  of y e a r s  ago. Within a few d a y s  of moving to 
the new h o u s e ,  we re c e i v e d  a c o m m u n i c a t i o n  f rom S S E N  s t a t i n g  that a development w a s  bein g p r o p o s e d  
within 10 m i l e s  of u s .  We  didn’t u n d e r s t a n d  the s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h i s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .  A year or s o  later, a 
rumour w a s  c i r c u l a t i n g  that we might be gettin g s o m e  p y l o n s  in front of the h o u s e .  I w a s n ’ t  del ighted 
about t h i s ,  but a c c e p t i n g  of i t, s t i l l  not u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the full s i g n i f i c a n c e .  A few m o n t h s  later , a kind 
neighbour k n o c k e d  on my door to a s k  whether I w a s  aware of the p r o p o s a l s .  Y e s ,  I w a s  aware, I told her, 
but after a brief c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  it b e c a m e  apparent I didn’t know the f i r s t  thing about the p r o p o s a l s .  The 
p r o j e c t e d  line, s h e  informed me, had been move d yet further b a c k  s i n c e  the l a s t  rum our I had heard.  
Now,  t h e s e  p y l o n s ,  w h i c h  were not to be of a s t a n d a r d  s i z e  but about 2 or 3 t i m e s  lar ger, were being 
p u s h e d  further int o the f o o t h i l l s  of the C a i r n g o r m s ,  o b s c u r i n g  the uninterrupted v i e w s  for m i l e s .  I went  
into a s t a t e  of s h o c k  for s o m e  m o n t h s ,  and I don’t believe that feeling h a s  ever left me. Life i s  demanding 
enough without a p r o j e c t  of t h i s  magnitude lan ding on your d o o r s t e p ,  a highly c o v e t e d  d o o r s t e p ,  w h i c h  I 
believed would b e c o m e  our forever home.

I have had to rethink my p l a n s  to renova te the h o u s e .  My property will l o s e  i t s  value if the p r o j e c t  i s  
approved. Not only are we f a c i n g  the p r o s p e c t  of l o s i n g  every thing that m a t t e r s  to u s ,  we are a l s o  f a c i n g  
f i n a n c i a l  ruin if we are f o r c e d  to s e l l  at a l o s s ;  or be unable to s e l l ,  and f a c e  b e c o m i n g  trapped in an 
i n d u s t r i a l i s e d  l a n d s c a p e .  We are not bein g offe red any form of c o m p e n s a t i o n  for t h e s e  l o s s e s .  T h i s  f o r m s  
an u n a c c e p t a b l e  burden on the c o m m u n i t i e s  h o u s i n g  an i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  from w h i c h  we will s e e  n o 
b e n e f i t s :  only l o s s e s . 

I c a n n o t  u n d e r s t a n d  wh y s o  little c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i s  being given to our genuine c o n c e r n s  about the wildlife 
h a b i t a t s  that would be i r r e v o c a b l y  da maged; the ag r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y  w h i c h  i s  f a c i n g  u n a c c o u n t e d  
i m p a c t s ;  our c u l t u r a l  h eritage w h i c h  i s  more than me re mo n u m e n t s :  our rural l a n d s c a p e s  are i n t r i n s i c  to 
the c h a r a c t e r  of the area; the e f f e c t s  EMF e x p o s u r e  h a s  on the  health and s a f e t y  of r e s i d e n t s  c l o s e  to the 
alignment; pylon n o i s e  pollution o n c e  the line i s  operational (I am extre mely s u s c e p t i b l e  to whi te  n o i s e ,  
and I c a n n o t  bear the hum emitted f rom s m a l l e r  p y l o n s  c a r r y i n g  a m u c h  lower c h a r g e  than the p r o p o s e d  
mega p y l o n s ) ;  and man y other m a t t e r s .  The f a c t  tha t our Net Zero a i m s  have c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  i s s u e s  at 
their heart, b e g s  the q u e s t i o n :  why i s  S S E N  p r o p o s i n g  to d o s o  m u c h  damage to our natural environment, 
when there are other l e s s  damaging al t e r n a ti v e s ?  Why have S S E N  not c o n s i d e r e d  u s i n g  H V D C  c a b l i n g ,   
for example? Why are they p r e s e n t i n g  u s  with the m o s t  d e s t r u c t i v e  s o l u t i o n  to i mproving our 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a s  the only s o l u t i o n ?  How c a n  w e refer to t h i s  a s  ‘green’ energy if it r e q u i r e s  the w i d e s c a l e  
d e s t r u c t i o n  of our green s p a c e s ? 

A s  my u n d e r s t a n d i n g  and a w a r e n e s s  of the p r o p o s a l s  have i n c r e a s e d ,  it h a s  b e c o m e  more apparent that 
S S E N  have been d e c e p t i v e  in their p r e s e n t a ti o n .  It took a well -informed neighbour with c o n n e c t i o n s  to 
l a n d ow n e r s  (who had r e c e i v e d  more c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  from S S E N  about the p r o j e c t )  to r a i s e  my 
a w a r e n e s s  of t h i s  tr a v e s t y  a g a i n s t  our c o u n t r y s i d e .  Why w a s  I not properly informed a s  an a f f e c t e d  
r e s i d e n t ?  The c o n s u l t a t i o n  p r o c e s s e s  were not widely a d v e r t i s e d .  Again, it w a s  the c o m m u n i t y  who kept 
me informed, not S S E N .  Even having attended a c o n s u l t a t i o n  event, and given them my email a d d r e s s ,  I 
did not r e c e i v e  any c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  from S S E N .  T h i s  e n f o r c e s  the notion that their c o n s u l t a t i o n  e v e n t s  
were more ‘top-down’ information-givin g  s e s s i o n s  rather than d e s i g n e d  t o employ any meani ngful 
engagement wi th the r e s i d e n t s  h o u s i n g  the p ro p o s e d  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  hardly e v o k e s  any c o n f i d e n c e  
that they would do their duty and due d i l i g e n c e  when it c o m e s  to managing a p r o j e c t  of t h i s  s c a l e  s h o u l d   
it go ahead. I have no be l ie f that th at S S E N  would employ s u f f i c i e n t  mitigation m e a s u r e s  b e c a u s e  they 
have l o s t  their c r e d i b i l i t y  in their l a c k  of t r a n s p a r e n c y  throughout the c o u r s e  of their p r o p o s a l s .  A new 
plantation of s a p l i n g s  s e v e r a l  m i l e s  away from a felled a n c i e n t  woodland w ith  vete ran t r e e s ,  for example, 
d o e s  little to mitigate the l o s s  in c a r b o n  c a p t u r e  and e s s e n t i a l  wildlife habitat. The s c a l e  of p r o p o s e d  
d e s t r u c t i o n  i s  s o  u n p re c e d e n t e d ,  what mitigati on m e a s u r e s  c o u l d  s u i t a b l y  be employed? None. The 
s o l u t i o n ?  Abandon t h e s e  m i n d l e s s  p r o p o s a l s ,  and s e e k  genuinely green a l t e r n a ti v e s  with c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  
v a l u e s  at their c o r e . 

I have ongoing health i s s u e s  w h i c h  have been ex a c e r b a t e d  furthe r by the p r o s p e c t  of t h e s e  dire 
p r o p o s a l s .  My mental health h a s  s u f f e r e d  a s  a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  of the p r o p o s a l s .  We moved away from the



c i t y  in s e a r c h  of a p e a c e f u l  c o r n e r .  The idea th at we may now look out onto a p r i s o n  wall of p y l o n s  h a s  
been a s o u r c e  of s t r e s s  and anxiety. I would  like to note that my c o n c e r n s  for ou r c o u n t r y s i d e  are not 
limited to ou r c o r n e r  of it: I’m not j u s t  a NIMBY. I find it ex tremely alarming that t h e s e  p r o p o s a l s  to 
d e c i m a t e  prime l a n d s  have been made at all, n ever mind a 119km s t r e t c h  of it. It re m a i n s  s h o c k i n g  and 
unbelie vable. And yet t h i s  i s  happening.

The p r o p o s a l  i s  at c o m p l e t e  o d d s  with any c l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a i m s ,  s o  the f a c t  that S S E N  keep quoting  
t h e s e  a s  part of their pathway t o 2030 i s  r i d i c u l o u s .  If S S E N  and the S c o t t i s h  Government had any  
genuine c o n c e r n s  regarding c l i m a t e  c h a n g e ,  the y would be finding l e s s  d e s t r u c t i v e  s o l u t i o n s  to make it 
happen. It wouldn’t require  any pioneerin g on t heir part: the t e c h n o l o g i e s  are already in e x i s t e n c e ,  and in 
u s e :  in f a c t ,  a s  part of a related p r o j e c t ,  s o u t h  of the border in Y o r k s h i r e ,  they are employing un dergro und 
H V D C  b e c a u s e  it s e e m s  they do value their gre en s p a c e s ,  the wildlife, and the people who u s e  them.

I am deeply s a d d e n e d  t hat I a m now in the p o s i t i o n  where I have to fight to p r o t e c t  the c o u n t r y s i d e  I love 
and value, not j u s t  for me, but the many futu r e ge n e r a t i o n s  to c o m e .  S u r e l y ,  t h i s  i s  s o m e t h i n g  w h i c h  we 
s h o u l d  be able to rely on the Govern ment to d o .

Name Wi t h h e ld 



18. Edward Troughton

F I N A N C I A L  AND E C O L O G I C A L  RUIN or C L E A R A N C E S  IN ANOTHER G U I S E 

My wife a nd I ha ve lived in A n g u s s i n c e 1995. W e rented for 13 y e a r s a t Kinnaird Park w h i l s t bri nging up our

4 c h i l d r e n . O n c e t h e y had le f t h o me, w e a lw a y s kn e w we w anted to buy o u r d r e a m h o m e c l o s e t o t h e A n g u s 

G l e n s w h i c h we love s o m u c h . We found the r etirement drea m in K i r k s i d e of L o c h t y w h i c h n ot onl y gave

u s the s p a c e and v i e w s of the g l e n s and s u r r o u n d i n g c o u n t r y i t a l s o gave u s the m a g n i f i c e n t and renowne d

garden d e s i g n e d  by feted p l a n t s  woman, Irene M a c k i e . 

We have now s p e n t 10 y e a r s here and made it our own and my wife, Fi, h a s put her own very s p e c i a l s t a m p 

on the garden s o that in her and i t s own right i s now lauded a s one of th e m o s t wonderful g a r d e n s in A n g u s 

– v i s i t e d by many. One of the k e y s to t h i s g ar den i s the ver y f a c t that it d o e s not j u s t take i n the garden

b o u n d a r i e s – but wider l a n d s c a p e to both the w e s t and e a s t . To the e a s t the h e d g e s a re c u t i n s u c h a way

a s to give v i e w s t o the open f i e l d s s t r e t c h i n g out t o w a r d s B l a c k h a l l and to the w e s t th e v i e w s a re over the

willow hedge s t r e t c h i n g out ove r the s h e e p field t o w a r d s D u n s w o o d and the s e t t i n g s u n . T h i s w e s t e r n view

i s often c o m m e n t e d on a s one of the m y s t e r i e s and d e l i g h t s of t h i s s p e c i a l garden – u t i l i s i n g the v i s t a of an

open and g o r g e o u s  l a n d s c a p e . 

And then now we ha ve the Kinto re to Tealing 4 00kV OHL. When we w ere told by the nei ghbouring farmer

in July 2024 that the li ne w a s to c o m e betwe en u s and L o c h t y c o t t a g e s we c o u l d not have bee n more

s u r p r i s e d and u p s e t . W hy? B e c a u s e – a s you will s e e in all the p a p e r s s u b m i t t e d by S S E N – the preferred

c o r r i d o r and route were a l w a y s s o m e way to the s o u t h of u s – goin g b a c k to 2023 and before. Y e s , we were

c o n c e r n e d about the route and the need for t h e s e O H L s to be going ove r land rather than s e a – but had not

‘lobbied’ for them to be moved a s s u c h – j u s t s t o p p e d or delayed f or a proper debate to be had. Then very

p r e c i p i t o u s l y we had t he c o r r i d o r widene d be tween L o c h t y and Fe rn and the line p l a c e d at a point th at

hadn’t bee n c o n s i d e r e d at all ( a s fa r a s w e k new) before July 2024. We now k now that t h i s move w a s 

b e c a u s e of p r e s s u r e from r e s i d e n t s and l a n d o w n e r s from the C a r e s t o n area to move it north – away from

h o u s e s and c o m m u n i t y . Imagine our ho rror to read t h i s – when it h a s l anded in one of the m o s t u n s p o i l t 

narrow v a l l e y s in A n g u s – from B l a c k h a l l throug h to Fern and a very tight knit c o m m u n i t y w h i c h h a s s o m e 

50 h o u s e s in c l o s e proximity. The s e n s e of i n j u s t i c e i s hard t o explain – but p e r h a p s the f a c t t hat we had

far, far l e s s time to tak e t h i s on b oard, gather our f a c t s and o b j e c t at the s o c a l l e d c o n s u l t a t i o n s ( w h i c h 

were no s u c h thing a s we were being s p o k e n t o – not l i s t e n e d to ) – w hen o t h e r s had y e a r s t o ga ther their

f a c t s , lobby hard and wi n the day. S S E N l i s t e n e d to their i m p a s s i o n e d p l e a s and not o u r s – and s o without

proper explanation we have had t h i s OHL f o i s t e d on our c o m m u n i t y – away from the d e c l a r e d S S E N 

preferred option. T h i s i s akin to a t r a g i c game of m u s i c a l c h a i r s . The r e s i d e n t s and l a n d o w n e r s on rou te 4a

are the o n e s  who were lef t s t r a n d e d  when the m u s i c  s t o p p e d . 

T h i s   h a s   divided c o m m u n i t i e s   and c a u s e d   m a s s i v e   ill fee ling betwee n  real  people  and  f a m i l i e s   who ha ve 

been living s i d e  by s i d e  in harmony for g e n e r at i o n s .   N ot now.

Mention of dividing c o m m u n i t i e s r a i s e s the s e v e r e and r e c o g n i s e d p i n c h point where the OHL g o e s 

between K i r k s i d e of L o c h t y and L o c h t y c o t t a g e s . There i s barely 500 m e t r e s between the two g r o u p s of

h o u s e s . For L o c h t y c o t t a g e s (a group of 8 c o t t a g e s ) t h i s i s p a rt i c u l a r l y d e v a s t a t i n g a s they were all bought

for their no rtherly view t o w a r d s the A n g u s G l e n s and the h i s t o r i c C a t e r t h u n s – a view no w c o m p l e t e l y 

obliterated by the line of p y l o n s goin g from e a s t to w e s t a c r o s s their view. S S E N have told t h e s e r e s i d e n t s 

that t h i s i s not an i s s u e and that they do not r e a c h the R e s i d e n t i a l V i s u a l Amenity (RVAA) th r e s h o l d . Why? 

B e c a u s e the front of the ir h o u s e s are s o u t h f a c i n g and h e n c e S S E N c l a i m they will not be i m p a c t e d by the

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e at all – c o m p l e t e l y and d i s i n g e n u o u s l y ignoring that i t i s the b a c k of t h e s e h o u s e s where the

p i c t u r e w i n d o w s are s e t . It i s b e c a u s e of the vi e w from the b a c k of t h e s e h o u s e s that they we re bought in

the f i r s t  p l a c e .   It  i s   j u s t  one of s o   many  t h i n g s   that S S E N   have done  –   in the  hope  that  the E C U  will  turn  a



blind e ye. I implore th e S c o t t i s h M i n s t e r s to not turn a blind eye, fo r the R eporter to c o m e and s e e for

t h e m s e l v e s j u s t e x a c t l y what i s going on here a t L o c h t y and D u n s w o o d . It i s not w hat you are being told in

the planning s u b m i s s i o n  by S S E N . 

To reiterate. K i r k s i d e of L o c h t y i s ou r retireme nt n e s t e g g. I t i s wha t we rely on fo r t he futur e in t e r m s of

value. We have had p r o f e s s i o n a l v a l u e r s to our h o u s e who now p r o c l a i m that the h o u s e i s wo rth a t l e a s t 

40% l e s s than it w a s two y e a r s ago. T h i s i s f i n a n c i a l l y r u i n o u s to u s and i s c a u s i n g both my wife and I

c o n s i d e r a b l e mental d i s t r e s s and c a u s i n g u s failing health a t a time when we a re needed to he lp look afte r

the five g r a n d s o n s we now have. We will not be able to ha ve t h o s e g r a n d s o n s to our garden b e c a u s e of

the health r i s k s of E M F s . S S E N have glibly told u s that the v a l u e s will r i s e again o n c e t h e s e 60m t o w e r s 

and l i n e s have been e r e c t e d – they quote the Beauly to Denny line. But if you read the s m a l l print, that may

be the c a s e for p r o p e r t i e s that are outwith 500 m e t r e s from the line – b ut t h i s i s not the c a s e for p r o p e r t i e s 

that are within 200m – w h i c h  we are (the garde n i s  within 1 5 0 m e t r e s ) . 

L a n d o w n e r s have been l i a i s e d with c l o s e l y the whole way. They have been kept informed and told by S S E N 

that they will get h a n d s o m e l y c o m p e n s a t e d for l o s s of e a r n i n g s and value and will get money for ‘ h o s t i n g ’ 

the t o w e r s . H o m e o w n e r s have bee n treated with d i s d a i n and barel y d i s g u i s e d r i d i c u l e for having the

temerity to o b j e c t to t h e s e l i n e s de s t r o y i n g the natural heri tage of A n g u s . We are the l a s t people to be told

anything. We do not get s p o k e n to about c o m p e n s a t i o n – even though many f a c e f i n a n c i a l ruin . T h i s c o u l d 

have been s o different. All S S E N nee ded to do w a s s p e a k to u s and not igno re u s . S a y they u n d e r s t a n d 

and talk c o m p e n s a t i o n .   By not doing s o  they have c a u s e d  t h e m s e l v e s  untold fi ghtin g into the future.

T h i s  h a s  d e s t r o y e d  my f i n a n c i a l  planning, i s  d e s t r o y i n g  my heal th and my re l a t i o n s  with ne i g h b o u r s . 

T h i s i s H i g hl a n d C l e a r a n c e s under another name. N ormal and d e c e n t folk along the length and breadth

of the OHL are f rightened by the power of the mighty S S E N , feel they do not ha ve a v o i c e – and if they dare

to s p e a k up, t hey a re n ot l i s t e n e d t o. People are bowed under the p r e s s u r e – there i s an i m b a l a n c e o f

power (all S S E N ) and r i s k (all h o m e o w n e r s an d land o w n e r s ) . The power and f i n a n c i a l gain i s all in the

h a n d s of the mighty S S E N and the r i s k , health c o n s e q u e n c e s and f i n a n c i a l l o s s i s all on the prou d bu t

bowed r e s i d e n t s along the whole Kin tore to Tealing OHL. The y are qui etly leaving – c a u s i n g u ntold m i s e r y . 

The Hi ghland C l e a r a n c e s are here again un der anothe r g u i s e . D o the S c o t t i s h M i n i s t e r s have any

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  at all of t h i s ? 

I  urge  the  E C U   to  a c t   n ow  before  it  i s   to o  late.  G e n e r a t i o n s   to  c o m e   will  not  be  kind  to  t h o s e   that  allow 

t h e s e  m o n s t r o s i t i e s  to c a r v e  through ou r beautiful  l a n d s c a p e . 

Edward Troughton



1 9 . L e s l e y  and A l a n  Joiner

My h u s b a n d  and I are o w n e r s  of a s m a l l  amou nt of l and at D u n s w o o d ,  Menmuir, by B r e c h i n .  DD9 6 S F . 

In late July 2024 we were i n s t r u c t e d  that a late d e c i s i o n  had been taken to widen the route to t ake  
a c c o u n t  of s t a k e h o l d e r  f e e d b a c k  and a s  a r e s u l t  we now find o u r s e l v e s  c o m p l e t e l y  wrap ped by a pylon to 
the s o u t h e a s t  at approx imately 200m ,a further pylon on our l and at 212m s o u t h w e s t  of our home with  
the p y l o n s  c o n t i n u i n g   t o t r a v e r s e  our land a c r o s s  the front ( w e s t )  of ou r property. Ou r main ou tlook f a c e s  
W e s t  and we have a C o n s e r v a t o r y  to the s o u t h .  The property i s  s u r r o u n d e d  on th ree s i d e s  by woodland 
and s o  we have n o peripheral v i e w s .  D e s p i t e  s e n i o r  me m b e r s  of the P r o j e c t  Team v i s i t i n g  on multiple 
o c c a s i o n s ;  in  e s s e n c e  they are 'turning a blind eye' to the c o n s t r a i n t s  here at D u n s w o o d  in order to p u s h  
the p r o j e c t  through. I t h a s  been highlighted b y pl anning l a w y e r s  that it m u s t  by the very b e s t  ro ute, from a 
planning p e r s p e c t i v e ,  not the c h e a p e s t  and e a s i e s t .  S a d l y  t h e s e  p r i n c i p a l s  have not been adhe red to.

Over the 30 y e a r s  p l u s ,  s i n c e  we bought t h i s  land, we have improved the quality of the arable land (40 
a c r e s )  planted a wide variety of broadleaf  t r e e s  (75 a c r e s )  c r e a t e d  a w etland and u t i l i s e d  20 a c r e s  of 
rough p a s t u r e  to graze our Highland C a t t l e  Fol d. We have c r e a t e d  a wildlife habitat s e c o n d  to none, 
i n c l u d i n g  the planting of wildlife h e d g e r o w s  ap proximately 15 y e a r s  ag o.

'The  s i t e  c o m p r i s e s  a m o s a i c  of h a b i t a t s  i n c l u d i n g  ' A n c i e n t  Woodland of Long E s t a b l i s h e d  Plantation 
Origin and Native Wood land on the Native Wo o dland of S c o t l a n d ;  g r a s s l a n d ;  wetland; and arable land. 
The woodland h a b i t a t s  i n c l u d e  B i r c h ,  Alder and Grey Will ow w h i c h  form UK b i o d i v e rs i t y  A c t i o n  Plan 
Woodland P riority H a b i t a t s .  There are mature r o a d s i d e  B e e c h  and planted native woodland at 
D u n s w o o d .  The A n c i e n t  and Native Woodland A r e a s  form a c o n s t r a i n t  to development and c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
within the footprint of th e A n c i e n t  and Native Woodland, s h o u l d  be avoided. Mature and over mature 
t r e e s  s h o u l d  be retained and root p r o t e c t i o n  a r e a s  s u i t a b l y  p r o t e c t e d . ' 

Emma O ' S h e a ,  M C I E E M ,  B S c ,  PG Dip Env M GMT E c o l o g i c a l  C o n s u l t a n t . 

T h e s e  very t r e e s ,  w h i c h  it h a s  been a d v i s e d ,  m u s t  be p r o t e c t e d  are in deed to be felled under 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a s  S S E N  pr o p o s e  to remove 45m of (approximately 11) mature A n c i e n t  B e e c h  T r e e s  
a d j a c e n t  to the l and p r o p o s e d  for development.

To s a y  we have been s h o d d i l y  trea ted by S S E N  i s  an u n d e r s t a t e m e n t.  T hey have not thoroughly a s s e s s e d  
the route and people s u c h  a s  o u r s e l v e s  are s u f f e r i n g  a s  a c o n s e q u e n c e . 

No  Bat Population or R e d L i s t e d  S q u i r r e l  population h a s  been identifie d a c c o r d i n g  to the TKU P 
a p p l i c a t i o n  and yet again t h i s  i s  a blatant f a l s e h o o d  a s  D u n s w o o d  i s  heavily populated with bo th and we, 
a s  o w n e r s  of the land, h ave e v i d e n c e  to prove the e x i s t e n c e  of t h e s e  P r o t e c t e d  and Red L i s t e d  S p e c i e s . 

We are a p o p l e c t i c ,  d i s t r e s s e d  and heartbroke n by the d e c i s i o n  to build t h e s e  p y l o n s  on s u c h  a highly 
revered s t r e t c h  of l and.

My Mental Health h a s  s u f f e r e d  terribly due to t h i s  p r o p o s a l  and indeed I have been m e d i c a t e d  by my GP 
for S t r e s s  and I n s o m n i a .  My fear i s  that s h o u l d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s t a r t ,  my Mental He alth will s u f f e r  fur ther 
and my h u s b a n d  and I will be f o r c e d  from the home we s o  love, a s  livi ng within a 'Buildin g S i t e '  i s  
i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e .  We will e s s e n t i a l l y  be f o r c e d  from our home; I liken it to The Highland C l e a r a n c e s . 

My h u s b a n d  and I are a l s o  terribly c o n c e r n e d  about the likelihood o f C a n c e r s  from the E M F ' s  of the line. A 
r e c e n t  review of literatu re by the S c i e n t i f i c  C o m m i t t e e  for Health, Envir onment and Emergin g R i s k s  
identified e v i d e n c e  that e x p o s u r e  To E M F s  fro m p y l o n s  c a r r i e d  an i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  of Leuk aemia, Motor 
Neurone D i s e a s e  and A l z h e i m e r ' s  D i s e a s e .  Other r e c e n t  literature s h o w s  an i n c r e a s e d  r i s k  in  
male/female b r e a s t  and brain c a n c e r .  T h i s ,  for v a r i o u s  r e a s o n s ,  t e r r i f i e s  me and nothin g i s  be ing done to 
mitigate t h i s  r i s k  a s  my h u s b a n d  and I will be a l m o s t  living under the line. O n c e  again, when t h i s  w a s  
r a i s e d  with S S E N ,  they s h o w e d  no s i g n i f i c a n t  i n t e r e s t  or c o n c e r n  in a d d r e s s i n g  t h e s e  i s s u e s . 



A s  a landowner hugely i m p a c t e d  by t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  I'd have hoped S S E  wo uld, at the very l e a s t ,  r e s p o n d  to 
all e m a i l s  s e n t  but t h i s  h a s  not happene d. They are d i s m i s s i v e  and i r r e s p o n s i b l e  and s a d l y  have an 
' a n s w e r  ' for everything d e s p i t e  their r e s p o n s e s  ofte n being far fro m the truth.

Balfour Beatty, who, we have been regula rly a s s u r e d ,  will be c i r c u m s p e c t  at all t i m e s ,  were f o r c e d   upon 
u s  u s i n g  S e c t i o n  10 re g u l a t i o n s  and were d i s r u p t i v e  to the c o m m u n i t y  a s  the e c o l o g i s t s  were late in 
arrivin g preventin g the Drill R i g s  to enter the fie ld until an e c o l o g y  15 minute ' a s s e s s m e n t '  w a s   
c o n d u c t e d .  T h i s  c r e a t e d  h a v o c  on the narrow no through road on w h i c h  we live. They trampe d a c r o s s  the 
field i n s t e a d  of u s i n g  th e end rig through w h i c h  the Drill Rig entered. Fu rthermore, s u c h  i s  the c l o s e  
proximity to our home, I heard every expletive imaginable u s e d  by Balf our Beatty e m p l o y e e s .  None of t h i s  
b o d e s  well for develop ment if and when they are gra nted p e r m i s s i o n .  All the s u r v e y s  being undertaken, 
p r e s u m p t i v e l y  a s s u m e ,  that the p r o j e c t  will go ahead.

To c o n c l u d e ,  no-one out with t h i s  d e b a c l e  will ever u n d e r s t a n d  how s t r e s s f u l  t h i s  l a s t  year h a s  been for 
u s .  It i s  making both my h u s b a n d  and I unwell and I fear the c o n s e q u e n c e s  of that. T h i s  line c o u l d  be 
undergrounded or taken s u b s e a  but S S E N  r e f u s e  to even a c k n o w l e d g e  t h e s e  o p t i o n s . 

L e s l e y  and A l a n  Joiner



2 0 . R a l p h  P a c e 

In the early s p r i n g  of  2023, I w a s  at p e a c e  with the world. Forty y e a r s  o f hard work, of s a v i n g  e very penny 

and s a c r i f i c i n g  every c o m f o r t ,  had finally borne fruit. I had built my own home. My life felt c o m p l e t e ,  

b a l a n c e d ,  and full of qu ie t joy. Our grandd augh ter w a s  due to be born i n April, and only God k n o w s  the 

d r e a m s  I c a r r i e d  f or he r . I s a w  her s i t t i n g  b e s i d e  me at the piano, s m a l l  f i n g e r s  finding their f i r s t  n o t e s .  I 

s a w  her in the garden, h a n d s  deep in the s o i l ,  learning the r h y t h m s  of th e s e a s o n s ,  t he n a m e s  of the 

f l o w e r s ,  the quiet p a t i e n c e  of growin g t h i n g s .  I imagined the laughter, the warmth, the s i m p l e  h a p p i n e s s  

of d a y s  s p e n t  together.

One day, we thought, a s m a l l  c o t t a g e  might be built on a p i e c e  of our garden ground. Our c h i l d r e n  c o u l d  

move into the h o u s e ,  and together we would keep w a t c h  over the home that had take n a life time to 

c r e a t e .  Everything s e e m e d  s o  p e r f e c t l y  s e t ,  the t h r e a d s  of ou r futu re gently woven and glowing with 

p r o m i s e .  There were e n d l e s s  p o s s i b i l i t i e s .  P e r h a p s ,  in time, we might even d o w n s i z e  and move c l o s e r  to 

the c h i l d r e n ,  u s i n g  the s m a l l  equity we had ea r ned to e a s e  into a p e a c e f u l  retirement.

Nature too s e e m e d  to r e j o i c e  with u s .  The S c o t t i s h  w i l d c a t s  had retur n e d, c a p t u r e d  on our c a m e r a  for the 

f i r s t  time, brin ging a thri ll of wonder. The pine m a r t e n s  had eaten the c h i c k e n s  again, but that w a s  part of 

the b a l a n c e  of t h i n g s .  I had built S h a r o n  a s q u i r r e l  feeder, and the little c r e a t u r e s  were already b u s y  

preparing for s u m m e r .  The propagator w a s  pul led from the s h e d ,  read y for the f i r s t  s e e d s  of s p r i n g .  Down 

at the W e s t  Water, the o t t e r s  had c o m e  b a c k ,  s l e e k  and playful a s  ever. Our garden and th e s u r r o u n d i n g  

w o o d s  had b e c o m e  a s a n c t u a r y  after the grea t s t o r m s  th at had laid s o  many f o r e s t s  low.

Then, one morning in M a r c h  2023, I woke to find it all s h a t t e r e d .  Every dream, every hope, s m a s h e d  into 

d u s t ,  tiny f r a g m e n t s  of a life that c o u l d  never b e p i e c e d  b a c k  together. There i s  no c r u e l t y  grea ter than 

t h i s :  to d e s t r o y  everythi ng a p e r s o n  h a s  ever be lie ved in. That hard work i s  rewarded. That s a c r i f i c e  h a s  

meaning. That d e m o c r a c y  p r o t e c t s  t h o s e  who li ve by d e c e n c y  and effort. In a s i n g l e  moment, none of 

t h o s e  t h i n g s  were true.

Our l i v e s  were t h r u s t  into a c o r r i d o r  of h o p e l e s s n e s s ,  d is b e l i e f ,  and d e s p a i r .  The TKUP  t r a n s m i s s i o n  

c o r r i d o r ,  only one hund red and s e v e n t y  m e t r e s  from my home, would bring t o w e r s  fi f t y - s e v e n  m e t r e s  

high. Four hundred  v o l t s  would hum and s h i m m e r  through the air, s p i l l i n g  over my boundary. The m o s t  

beautiful view in A n g u s ,  the ga teway to the G l e n s ,  would be s t o l e n  forever. My home b e c a m e  u n s e l l a b l e .  

We were trap ped. Everything we had worked for v a n i s h e d  overnight.

Then began the fight, a d e s p e r a t e  s t r u g g l e  to s a v e  our h o m e s ,  our f a r m s ,  our c o u n t r y s i d e .  Life a s  we 

knew it s t o p p e d .  Every waking hour b e c a m e  c o n s u m e d  with l e t t e r s ,  m e e t i n g s ,  and c a m p a i g n s .  We 

believed, s t i l l ,  that s o m e o n e  would l i s t e n ,  that f a i r n e s s  woul d find a v o i c e .  But when we went to 

Parliament, the S c o t t i s h  Government laughed at u s .  They made it c l e a r  that our l i v e s ,  our c o m m u n i t i e s ,  

our h o m e s  were of little i m p o r t a n c e .  What ma ttered w a s  profit, s p e e d ,  and c u t t i n g  c o s t s .  The burden 

would be o u r s  to bear.

Our granddaughter w a s  born a m i d s t  it all. I hea rd the w o r d s  I had pray ed never to hea r again: “Leave 

Grandad, h e ’ s  b u s y  fighting for ou r home.” The s a m e  w o r d s  my own c h i l d r e n  had o n c e  heard when I w a s  

working every hour God s e n t ,  far from home. The c o r r i d o r  had already s t o l e n  our f i n a n c i a l  s e c u r i t y .  Now it 

w a s  s t e a l i n g  my time, the m o s t  p r e c i o u s  thing of all.

When S S E N ’ s  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  began, our c o m m u n i t i e s  c a m e  with hope. People turned up in good faith, 

ready to engage, read y to be heard. That hope died q u i c k l y .  We re a l i s e d  t h e s e  were not c o n s u l t a t i o n s  at 

all, but mere information s e s s i o n s  about d e c i s i o n s  long s i n c e  made. There w a s  no c o m p a s s i o n ,  no



u n d e r s t a n d i n g.  S c o r n  w a s  poured upon u s  whe never we mentioned ou r h o m e s .  Q u e s t i o n s  were met with 

s i l e n c e ,  and truth s e e m e d  to d i s s o l v e  in the ai r.

W e e k s  turned into mo n t h s ,  and m o n t h s  into y e a r s ,  and it b e c a m e  heartbreakingly c l e a r  that nothing 

mattered bu t the r e l e n t l e s s  m a r c h  to i m p o s e  t h i s  d i s a s t e r  upon u s .  We dutifully repo rted h a b i t a t s  of 

p r o t e c t e d  s p e c i e s ,  only to learn the true meani ng of miti ga tion, a w ord that now s e e m e d  to me an s i m p l y ,  

we do not c a r e .  E a c h  c o n s u l t a t i o n  hall b e c a m e  heavy with grief. The s t a i r c a s e s ,  the f l o o r s ,  even the air 

s e e m e d  s o a k e d  with the t e a r s  of broken people . In my s i x t y - f i v e  y e a r s ,  I had never s e e n  s o  m u c h  s o r r o w .  I 

had s e e n  war, l o s s ,  and d i s a p p o i n t men t ,  but t h i s  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  e l s e  entirely. T h e s e  were t e a r s  of 

betrayal.

When you are betrayed by your own governmen t, by t h o s e  who are meant to p r o t e c t  you, t h o s e  t e a r s  c u t  

deeper. They do not dry . They leave a dull a c h e  in the c h e s t  that never f a d e s ,  the s l o w ,  c o n s t a n t  th rob of a 

wounded heart.

After two and a half y e a r s ,  we are e x h a u s t e d .  Many f r i e n d s  have drifted away, p e r h a p s  tired of hearing 

about p y l o n s  and S S E N ,  or too u n c o m fo r t a b l e  to v i s i t  a home s t r i p p e d  of i t s  worth. It i s  like livi ng with an 

u n s p o k e n  i l l n e s s ;  people avoid you b e c a u s e  t h e y no longer know what to s a y .  We had already l o s t  our 

f i r s t  home in Zimbabwe. I told my wife, “Don’t worry. No man l o s e s  tw o h o m e s  in one lifetime. ” I told he r 

we were fightin g a j u s t  fight, that truth, r e a s o n ,  and law would prevail, that d e m o c r a c y  s t i l l  h ad meaning, 

that all we needed to do w a s  pro ve how w rong t h i s  w a s  and th at j u s t i c e  would s u r e l y  follow.

Now,  the p l a c a r d s  and b a n n e r s  are being p a c k e d  away. The k e y b o a r d s  fall s i l e n t .  And we c l i n g ,  s t i l l ,  to  

the faint hope that j u s t i c e  and f a i r n e s s  might fi nd a way b a c k  into t h i s  world. We hope for the b e s t ,   

though our h e a r t s  prep are for the w o r s t .  And when the n o i s e  f a d e s ,  I lift my e y e s  o n c e  more to the h i l l s .  I 

s e a r c h  their quiet s l o p e s  for a g l i m p s e  of w hat the future might hold. Fo r s o m e w h e r e  within the ir s h a d o w  

l i e s  the truth of who we were, and all tha t we ha ve l o s t .  Our l i v e s  and our d r e a m s  now r e s t  i n the h a n d s  of 

a few who d o not c a r e . 

R a l p h  P a c e 



2 1 . R a l p h  Young

P e r s o n a l  St a t e m e n t  – B l a c k  Fox Barn

My wife and I built our  home, B l a c k  Fox Barn, after many y e a r s  of planning, s a v i n g ,  and s e a r c h i n g  for the 
right p l a c e  in the A n g u s  c o u n t r y s i d e .  We wanted a h o u s e  that would b e warm, e f f i c i e n t ,  and i n harm ony 
with i t s  s e t t i n g ,   s y m p a t h e t i c  to the rural c h a r a c t e r  around I n c h b a r e .  We s p e n t  y e a r s  navig ati ng planning 
r u l e s  to build a h o u s e  that would fit naturally into the woodland. Ever y element w a s  c h o s e n  to m i n i m i s e  
i t s  footprint and c o m p l e m e n t  the l a n d s c a p e . 

We had only been living here a s h o r t  time when n e w s  of the Kinto re –Te aling 400 kV ove rhead li ne (TKUP) 
p r o p o s a l  emer ged. The planned route would ru n d i r e c t l y  between our home and the A n g u s  G l e n s ,  p l a c i n g  
i n d u s t r i a l - s c a l e  t o w e r s  in the very view that d e f i n e s  t h i s  l a n d s c a p e .  To s e e  a line of 57- metre p y l o n s  
i m p o s e d  a c r o s s  an are a of s u c h  natural beauty, and s o  c l o s e  to a h o me we d e s i g n e d  with s u c h  c a r e  to 
blend in, i s  both heartbreaki ng and i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e . 

We are a l s o  deeply c o n c e r n e d  about the i m p a c t  TKUP will have on wildlife. We regularly s e e  red  
s q u i r r e l s ,  deer, h e r o n s ,  and even s e a  e a g l e s ,  and from A u c h e n r e o c h  Wood behind u s  we’ve  
photographed pine m a r t e n s  and S c o t t i s h  w i l d c a t s ,  c l e a r  e v i d e n c e  of how r i c h  and alive t h i s  l a n d s c a p e  i s . 

We followed every rule and p r i n c i p l e  of plannin g and good d e s i g n  when building ou r ho me. We did 
everything e x p e c t e d  of r e s i d e n t s  who w i s h  to live  r e s p o n s i b l y  in the c o u n t r y s i d e .  Yet t h i s  p r o p o s a l ,  w h i c h  
would dominate the s k y l i n e  and threaten the woodland habitat that s u s t a i n s  s u c h  remarkable wildlife, 
u n d e r m i n e s  the very v a l u e s  that l o c a l  planning p o l i c y  i s  s u p p o s e d  to p r o t e c t . 

We even went to the bother of inviting S S E N  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ( a s  part of their m u c h  vaunted 
“ c o n s u l t a t i o n ” )  to ou r home to try to make the m u n d e r s t a n d  j u s t  how s e v e r e  the i m p a c t  would be. We 
were met with nothing but weak e x c u s e s ,  o b f u s c a t i o n ,  and a c o m p l e t e  l a c k  of u n d e r s t a n d i n g .  It w a s  very 
c l e a r  that they had c h o s e n  the route b a s e d  on the f a s t e s t  and m o s t  profitable option and that they felt i t 
w a s  a done deal. It w a s  a c o n s u l t a t i o n  in name only.

We built B l a c k  Fox Barn to be part of the l a n d s c a p e ,  not to fight a g a i n s t  it. I a s k  that the d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s  
c o n s i d e r  what will be l o s t  here, not j u s t  for u s ,  but for the envir onment and for A n g u s  i t s e l f . 

R a l p h  Young



2 2 . W i l l i a m  T a y l o r 

I am writing to o b j e c t  to the a p p l i c a t i o n  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of overhea d power l i n e s  between Kintore & 
Tealing, ap p l i c a t i o n  r e f e r e n c e  number E C U 0 0 0 0 5 2 2 5 . 
My main o b j e c t i o n  i s  th e damage t h e s e  p y l o n s  and overhead c a b l e s  wi ll do to the l o c a l  envi ronment and 
the natural beauty along the p r o p o s e d  route.
S S E N  s u g g e s t  that over head c a b l e s  i s  the only option available to the m, but t h i s  i s  not the c a s e  they c a n  
bury the power c a b l e s ,  t h i s  i s  already the p r a c t i c e  for power c a b l e s  c o m i n g  from e x i s t i n g  o f f s h o r e  wind 
s i t e s ,  an example being the c a b l e s  landed a s h o r e  at C a r n o u s t i e  where the power c a b l e s  remai n 
underground for s e v e r a l  m i l e s  until r e a c h i n g  th e S S E N  s u b s t a t i o n . 
C a b l e s  c a n  a l s o  be laid o f f s h o r e  from the w i n d f a r m s  and b rought o n s h o r e  to where the power i s  needed 
negating the need fo r h u n d r e d s  of m i l e s  of o verhead power c a b l e s . 

If t h e s e  overhead powe r l i n e s  really do have to be c o n s t r u c t e d  then the y s h o u l d  follow the route of 
e x i s t i n g  power c a b l e s  and p y l o n s ,  fro m where I live in Fern A n g u s  the re are already e x i s t i n g  hi g h voltage 
power l i n e s  to the E a s t  & W e s t  s o  why do S S E N  feel the need to make an entirely new route?

I hope you will take my o b j e c t i o n  s e r i o u s l y  and lobby the S c o t t i s h  government to r e f u s e  to give 
p e r m i s s i o n  for the c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h i s  overhea d power line.

W i l l i a m  T a y l o r 



23. Ewan C a r n e g i e 

My name i s  Ewan C a r n e g i e  and I have been working a s  a s e l f - e m p l o ye d  gardener for over 25 y e a r s  in 
s o m e  beautiful g a r d e n s  a c r o s s  A n g u s .  One of w h i c h  I c o n s i d e r  to be one of the m o s t  beautiful and 
wildlife friendly of all - K i r k s i d e  of L o c h t y . 
T h i s  beautiful p l a c e  h a s  c o u n t l e s s  b i r d s ,  many rare and s o m e  p r o t e c t e d  s u c h  a s  H e r o n s ,  W a x w i n g s ,  Nut 
H a t c h ,  Br a m b l i n g s ,  Red K i t e s ,  B u z z a r d s  and s e v e r a l  different s p e c i e s  of Owl, all of w h i c h  c a l l  t h i s  and the 
s u r r o u n d i n g  w o o d l a n d s  their ho me. The p r o p o s e d  plan for m o n s t e r  p y l o n s  nearby, ap p l i c a t i o n  
E C U 0 0 0 0 5 2 5 5 ,  will undoubtably have a hu ge and d e v a s t a t i n g  e f f e c t  on m u c h  of t h i s  wildlife, not to 
mention the un told damage it will have on all nature in the s u r r o u n d i n g  area.

The garden of t h i s  property h a s  featu red in m a g a z i n e s  and over the y e a r s  h a s  been opened to the p u b l i c  
for v a r i o u s  c h a r i t y  e v e n t s .  One of the c h a r i t i e s  P i t t - H o p k i n s  i s  very c l o s e  to my hea rt, my N i e c e  s u f f e r s  
from t h i s  terrible s y n d r o m e .  S e e i n g  her there with my family in s u c h  a beautiful p l a c e  not onl y gave u s  s o  
m u c h  joy but r a i s e d  a large amoun t of money fo r the P i t t - H o p k i n s  c h a r i t y .  S a d l y ,  I fear t h e s e  fun damental 
l o c a l  e v e n t s  will never happen again if the p r o p o s e d  p l a n s  are p a s s e d .  The untold damage t h i s  will c a u s e  
will be far r e a c h i n g  and irreparable.

T h i s  s i m p l y  s h o u l d  not be allowed to happen.

Ewan C a r n e g i e 



24. Em ma Troughton

K i r k s i d e  of L o c h t y  h a s  a l w a y s  been a s p e c i a l  p l a c e  for our family — a q uie t haven where our b o y s ,  Kit and 
G u s ,  c a n  run free, c l i m b  t r e e s ,  and explore the w o o d s  without the c o n s t a n t  n o i s e  and p a c e  of c i t y  life. I t ’ s  
where they’ve learned to love natu re and w her e we’ve all found a s e n s e  of c a l m  t h a t ’ s  hard to c o m e  by 
e l s e w h e r e . 

The thought of hi gh -vol t age t r a n s m i s s i o n l i n e s running s o c l o s e — a l m o s t over the garden whe re they
play — f i l l s me wi th wor ry. A s a mother, I c a n ’ t ignore the potential heal th r i s k s or the c h a n g e it would
bring to what h a s  a l w a y s  felt like a s a f e  and nurt uring environment.

L o c h t y ’ s  rural c h a r m  and p e a c e  are what draw u s  b a c k ,  time and again . To l o s e  that — to s e e  it turned  
into s o m e w h e r e  we’d h e s i t a t e  to brin g the c h i l d r e n  — would be heart breaking. I t ’ s  not j u s t  th e view or the 
l a n d s c a p e  that would b e l o s t ,  but the s e n s e  of s a n c t u a r y  and c o n n e c t i o n  that h a s  a l w a y s  made t h i s   
p l a c e  home.

Emma Troughton




